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HE SINGLE TAX IN CONGRESS.—Perhaps the most significant | most observers it must seem that there is Jittle to be gained by such — 


outcome of recent single tax agitation is to be found in the report 
of the select committee of the House of Representatives on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia assessment. We present a summary elsewhere, 
and have space and time only to say that this report comes from a 
committee of three, with Mr. Johnson aschairman ; that Mr. John- 
son’s colleagues agree with the single tax arguments and with the 
conclusions they inevitably lead to, but lacked the courage to 
recommend that their convictions be embodied in law. It is 
sufficiently startling to have gained so much. 


UDGE MAGUIRE FOR CONGRESS.—Judge James G. Maguire 
of San Francisco, known to all readers of THE STANDARD as a 
leading single taxer of the Pacific Coast, has been nominated as 
Democratic candidate for Congress in the fourth California district. 
He is sure of election, as he is a popular man and the district has a 
Democratic majority of 4,000. This means another outspoken 
advocate of free trade and the single tax in the lower house of 
Congress. Judge Maguire will be a welcome and important addition 
to our strength in the House of Representatives, . 

The prospect of Judge Maguire's election to Congress is siguifi- 
vant and important in more ways than one. A correspondent of 
the San Francisco Call fiads in Judge Maguire’s nomination evi- 
dence of deceitful pretense on the part of the Democratic party in 

_ its professions touching tariff reform and its disclaimers touching 
free trade. Judge Maguire, the correspondent notes, openly left the 
‘Democratic party not long since to aid in founding a new party 
pledged to free trade and the single tax. In Judge Maguire's 
return to the Democratic fold the correspondent sees an unmasking 
on the part of the Democratic party, and begs farmers to note that 
that party is posing as the apostle of immediate free trade and the 
imposition of all taxes on land values. The Callin commenting 

on its correspondent’s letter finds it suggestive that Judge Maguire 
should leave the Democratic party one year and go back to ita 
year or two later. ‘‘ The party.” says the Call, *‘ would hardly give 

_ such a sure district toa man who did not, satisfactorily represent 

its principles.” 

We are sorry to say that the Call and its correspondent are not 
entirely justified in their belief that the Democratic party is mak- 
ing ready for an immediate declaration in favor of free trade and 
the single tax, but we are cheered by the fact that the Democratic 
party is daily more and more congenial to freé traders and single 
taxers. The presence of the small but active delegation of single 

taxers in the lower house of Congress has done a vast deal tu 
liberalize the Democratic party and to promote the single tax. 
Whatever equivocal declaration of principles cowards and time- 
servers may be able to forcejupon the National Democratic Conven- 
_tion next month, Judge Maguire will take his seat in a Congress 
more friendly toward free trade and more tolerant of the single tax 
than any previous Congress of the United States, and there is no 
‘room for doubt that the end of Judge Maguire’s term will see a 
further advance of the Democratic party, and he will do his share 
toward promoting that advance. 
ORY FAIR TRADE.—Lord Salisbury, the Engiish premier, bas 
declared in a speech at Hastings, that if England is to maintain 
her commercial prosperity she must abandon free trade for the 
mis-named fair trade, and enter upon a war of tariffs with such 
countries as decline to concede the latter. The declaration must 
be comforting to the friends of trade restriction in this couutry, 
but it is not to be taken more seriously than other tentative sugges- 
tions of policy by a Tory leader on the verge of a dissolution of 
Parliament. The British Tory commander is ready to jetison any 
portion of his cargo for the purpose of saving that most precious 
freight, the privileges of a landed aristocracy. It has happened very 
fortunately for the Tories of Great Britain that the English people 
have been slow to see the great land question behind the home rule 
agitation, and now that they are beginning to understand that home 
rule is a mere question of administration, and free land the real 
issue, the Tory party is looking about tor aid in whatever quarter 
it may be found. 
Doubtless, home rule will again be the main surface issue in the 
next general election, but Lord Salisbury has shown himself ready 
to treat with any faction, large or small, so long as the sacred 
privileges of British landholders are left untouched. He has 
_ dickered with the socialists and talked of armed rebellion on the part 

of Ulster Protestants. No one need be surprised to find him coquet- 
ting with the protectionists, or with those Englishmen who might, 
under the spur of supposed self-interest, become protectionists. To 


an appeal, since Lord Salisbury confesses that he dare not tax the 
food products imported from the United States, while Greas 
Britain’s imports of other things, save raw materials and articles 
not produced in the islands, are comparatively unimportant. 
There would be little protection in any retaliatory duties that 
Great Britain might impose, and it would be hard to rally much 
enthusiasm about a tariff policy that must mean the enhancement 
of prices on all the articles involved, and no important subsidies to 
British manufacturers. Lord Salisbury is too able a man and of 
too sound economic training to be a protectionist, and it is difficult 
to accept his appearance in the role of 6 fair trader as aught save 
an insincere device. The tone of the British press, both Libe -al and 
Conservative, touching his latest audacity is such as might alarm 
any leader less self-confident than the Tory premier. 
j ORAL OF THE GRANITE STRIKE.—Every great strike con- 
tains arguments ready to hand for those who esteem the 
single tax a settlement of the labor problem. The present strike of 
granite cutters and kindred trades is peculiarly rich in such argu- 
ments. Through the ownership of valuable natural opportunities 
and a compact organization, the New Eogland Granite Manufac- 
turers’ Association enjoys a practical monopoly in the purveying of 
granite to the New England and part of the Middle Atlantic States. 
This combination owns or controls most of the granite quarries that 
lie within profitable freighting distance of New York. It is thus 
enabled on the one hand to exact of consumers the highest price for 
granite, and on the other to resist whatever may seem to the asso- 
ciation the unreasonabie dem inds of organized workiagmen. 

The price demanded by the association for its product is, of course, 
just short of what would stimulate the investment of capital in 
rival quarries, anc the maximum is in large part determined by the 
fact that the association owns or controls the richest and the best 
situated deposits. The asevciation’s measure of what is reasonable 
in the demands of granite cutters is the average rate of wages, and 
the average conditions as to hours of labor and terms of contract in 
other employments, including, of course, not only employments in 
which the laborers are organized, but those in which the employer 
treats solely with the individual workman and those in which the 
workman employs himself. 

In the midst of these conditions the organized workmen at the 
New England Association’s quarries demand that contracts for em- 
ployment during the year be made, not on January Ist, when the 
demand for granite workers is at its lowest point, but on May Ist, 
when the demand is approaching its height. The association natu- 
rally esteems this an unreasonable demand, for the granite cutters, 
being a well-organized body of skilled workmen, are well paid and 
employed under favorable conditions as compared with the great 
body of hand workers. The meu were firm and the association 
locked them out. The men then appealed to the allied trades, and 
many thousands of pavers, graniie setters and the like all over 
New York and New England have quit work and reused to handle 
the granite of the New England Association. All sorts of people 
are vastly inconvenieced by the situation, many streets of New York» 
are closed to traffic, and innocent persons, in no way parties to the 
quarrel, are beset with annoyance aud subjected to loss, 

Doubtless many millions of Americans who read-of the situation 
are taking sides one way or the other. The great mass of organized 
workingmen will give a more or less blind adherence to the strik- 
ers. The great mass of well-clad and well-fed persons not employed 
in manual occupations will give an equally blind and instinctive 
adherence to the employers, because there is a strong element of 
stupid and respectable conservatives in this country which is as 
instinctively upon the side of the employe. as are the aristocratic 
and upper middle classes of Great Britain, A tbird clase 
of honest, well-meaning persons, anxious to ¢o justice, 
but ignorant of the moving forces behind the labor problem, 
will weigh the facts us best they can and presently 
adhere to one side or the other. The fact that the first overt act 
was a lockout on the part of the employers will incline this third 
class to side with the employed, but the fact that allied trades have 
been successfully appealed to, and that, in cunsequence, innocent. 
persons are subjected to loss and inconvenience will weigh with this 
class against the granite cutters, Should the men persevere in temper- 
ate insistence upon their demands they will probably hold the sym- 
pathy of this class. Should they resort to violence, or bring about 
a long continued paralysis of industry, they will lose the adher- 
ence of this class. 

Asa matter of fact the justice or injustice of the men’s demand. 
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would be giad to see such a condition of affairs as would make it 
pomible to bring about an absolute — of all kinds of indus- 


workingman, seemed to have a just grievance against employers. 
‘This monstrous condition is, indeed, the ideal of organized labor, 
and only when we have reached such conditions, will trade-union- 
jam have become a solution of the labor problem. The anxious 
persons who balance facts and seek to do justice between employers 
and employed, are easily shocked and horrified at the violence of 
teade-unionism and the spectacle of a single disagreement involving 
thousands, perhaps millions, in idleness, loss and inconvenience, 

t the opinion of this class is worth little, since it is founded upon 

ni ion of the real cause of trouble. 

To him who sees the situation broadly, the question of justice or 
jmjestice in the present case is unimportant, It matters little 
whether the trouble began with a lockout ora strike. It matters 
little whether the men are temperate or violent. The strike and 
‘the Jockont are each acts of war, and their logical outcome is vio- 
lence. The New England Association must ever be armed and 
alert for the struggle against the aggressions of trade-unionism, 
the workingmen’s organization must ever wage war with whatso- 
ever weapon comes to hand. Now temperate insistence may serve : 
later it may be necessary to sentinel the quarries, to drive off, maim 

slay fellow workmen in need of work and bread. The methods 
oe are less violent, though hardly less cruel than those 


— — lesson of all this is plain. A few men 
‘Who, through the injustice of present conditions are able to seize 
Rateral opportunities, have formed a combination to fight trade- 
waionien, the only instrument that workingmen have yet devised 
toaid in their atruggiec with the pressure that comes of the primal. 
injustice by which the quarry owners profit. So long as that 


primal injustice continues these periodical struggles, with all their. 


attendant circumstances, must occur. There is a simple and effect- 
ive way out of all this—the way of justice. Throw open natural 
oppo-tunities to all by exacting for public needs a rental for the use 
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The Hill men profess to expect that a strong anti-Cleveland ele- 
ment will be able to delay his nomination long enough after the 


first ballot to convince many of those now set down in the Cleve- — 


land columns that his nomination would be unwise. F 
General Tracy's tentative figures as to South Dakota are con-. 

firmed by dispatches announcing that the delegates to the State | 

convention thus far chosen are all for Cleveland. 


nomination of Mr. Cleveland because of his attidude on the silver 


question. There were but 49 votes against the protest to 237 in its Tae 
favor, but the complexion and representative character of the con- 


vention is indicated by the fact that it voted down a resolution . 
denouncing the advocates of a third party as enemies of the Demo- 


cratic party, and adopted a resolution endorsing the Ocala plat- 


form. 
It is significant that the North Caroijina Democratic Convention | 
received the name of Cleveland with enthusiasm and refused to be 
dominated by the Alliance. The platform adopted was the one of | 
1890, with two planks from the Ocala platform. Free coinage, — 
abolition of the tariff, abolition of national banks, increase of cur-. 
rency by issuing legal-tender notes in lieu of national bank notes, 
taxation of incomes, and the repeal of the internal revenue system | 
are the chief planks. It was adopted by acclamation. Of the dis- 


trict delegates eight are for Cleveland and ten ee a » Western 2 


man, though none are instructed. 
— — —— — 


SINGLE TAX IN THE FEDERAL DISTR 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE DI! 
OF COLUMBIA ASSESSMENT. 


Through the courtesy of Congressman Tom L. J ohnson THE STAND, A. 
{s able to publish to-day a summary of the report on the assessment’ 
taxes 1n the District of Columbia. This report comes from a selec 
committee appointed to — the eubject. Mr. Johnson is chairman 
of the committee, but 
the report is signed 
by every member of 
the committee. Mr. 
Johnson's associates 
are Mr. Washington, 
. Democrat, of Tennes- 
see, and Mr. Wads- 
worth, Republican, 
of New York: The 
report was presented 
May 24. It is based 
upon a resolution 
adopted by the House» 
olution cites that the 
new assessment of — 
SS \\, the District exceeds — 
eV’) the old by nearly 25 
per cent.; 
goes on as follows:— 
‘Whereas, Said old 
assessment on the . 
land values alone in | 
be District is $76,- | 
000,000, when it 
should be more than — 
$#300,000,000; this 
ze shows an _ extraor- 
-. BON, TOM L. JOHNSON, dinary wurdervalua- 
nd, what is still worse, the greatest injustice between . 
the valuation of the land used for business purposes, which in many — 
cases is assessed at less than 14 per cent. of ita true value, and land 
used for residence purposes, especially where the emall homes are situated, 
which is assessed at from 70 to 80 per cent. of its value, while in many cases | 
land held for speculation is assessed at leasthan 10 per cent. of its true 
value. The foregoing facts were brought out by an expert valuation on 
enough land in the District to furnish an average. A public hearing was . 
held by the commissioners, in which this subject was thoroughly discussed, . 
and after a careful examination they say “the figures embraced iu these | 
showings seem to have been carcfully and conservatively pre repared;” and 

Whereas, The new assessment should not only show the true value of 
property in lawful money, as required by law, but should aiso preserve an 
equality in assesement of the land in different localities, and not bear more 
heavil: in some sections than in others ; therefore 

Bs It Reso.ven, That a select committee consisting of three members, 
be appoiated by the speaker, which shall have power and authority to in- 
vestigate and report upon the method of ascertaining land values ‘by the . 
board of assistant assessors in the District of Columbia; to inquirewhether . 
there is in the assessment now being prepared diecrimipation in favor of 
any section over others, and generally to inquire into all alleged inequal- 
ities pertaining to the assessment of land values. 

Such committee shall have power to send for persons and papers, to ex- 
amine witnesses under oath, may employ a stenographer and one clerk, 
and shall report the reeult of its investigation to the House, with such 
recommendation asit may deem proper to make. The expense of such . 
investigation shall be paid out of the contingent fund of the Howe. = 

The report then says : 

The testimany shows that the facts recited in the resolution are. eub- : 
stantially true; that as a result of this investigation the assesement on land 
has been raised $125,000 000, and yet $225,C00 000, more than half the value 
of land in the District, excapes taxation; that there is much inequality and 
discrimination; that land values are increasing at an enormous rate—on a — 
conservative estimate to the amount ot $40,000,000 annually, enough — = 
off the entire bonded debt of the District = six months; that th 


w, without — — 





The South Car- 
olina convention, under Alliance domination, protested against the — 


and then 





or inquiry, and in a careless and reckless manner; and tbat on a fair 
aseceement of land alone it would be easy to obtein by a tax rate less than 
one-hait of the present all the revenue required for the needs of the Dis 
trict. This would make the tax rate of the city of Washington 60 cents on 
the $100, a lower rate than that of any large city in the country. 


The committee fiad that the assessors have, in accordance with ancient 
precedent, directly disregarded the law which requires property to be 
assessed at its true value, and says: 


The fact is that what amounts to the distribution among individuals of 
$3,000,000 a year, without check or publicity, is, by the present system, 
laced in the hands of three gentlemen whose inducement to assume this 
. vaty is the ability it gives them to serve their friends, and who have been 
permitted and encouraged to act as though the matter were one with which 
the general public bad no concern, and in which they were entirely inde- 
pendent of any law or regulation. 
Furthermore, the report says that the assessors interpret the words “true 
value’? to mean the price property would fetch at forced sale under 
adverse circumstances. . 
~~ Nor have they even followed theirown rule, since from the testimony 
‘taken by us, and embodied in our report, it will be seen that they have tn 
some sections assessed at from 70 to 80 per cent. and in others at from 30 
to 50 per cent., and in one case which came to our knowledge a piece of 
property was assessed at 25 per cent. more than it had recently sold for, 
while the creater part of the property on the same square Was assessed at 
less than 50 per cent. of its true value. But perhaps the most atriking 
instance of the loose way in which it kas been the habit of these assessors 
to discharge their most important function is given in the fact thst, as 
discovered by your committee, they had within the week elapsing between 
two examinations by us of their field books added 2588 000 to the asgess- 
ment of one square, changing the figures from seme $¥900.000 to nearly 
$1,500,000, and that so entirely upon their own motion tbat they were at 
first inclined to conceal from us the fact that they bad made such an 
important change. 


“The report then condemns the present system of assessment by three 
assessors, who afterwards joined with a fourth to form a board of equaliza- 
tion, and outlines a new system which provides for constant re-assesement 


to meet changes in value, and the appointment of an officer whose busivess. 


it shall be to represent both the Government and the people in seeing to it 


that assessments are equalized. The report notes the absolute lack of con- 
science on the part of property owners in evading taxation, and expresses |. 


the belief that this in part results from the fact that men feel the injustice 


of taxation upon personal property, and, indeed, upon improvements upon. oe 


real estate. Continuing, the report says: 


ae When a man puts up a Louse in the District of Columbia he does some- 
. thing that adds to the wealth and stock of conveniences of the whole city, 
and he instinctively feels that it is wrong that his taxes should be increased 
for having done so. The poor man with a email and poor: house has to 
submit. A few dollars’ difference in the aseessment will not pay him for 
the time and trouble of protesting. But the rich man, with the costly 
house, not merely has more time and larger interests, but finds the differ- 
ence in the assessment a more important matter. Thus, in both the e 
ways, there are powerful tendencies constantly at work to produce unjust 
{inequality in tne taxation of buildings and improvements. These tend- 
encies mu-t act direct'y and powerfully upon toe taxation of land, with 
which the taxation ot buidings and improvements is conjoined. 


The committee finds a strong senti.went in the District in favor of assess- 


- ing taxes upon land values only. The committee says that this seems the 
- eorrect principle. The man who holds land that would yield him an 


income were he to improve it, ought to pay as much toward the expenses 
of the District as he who by improvement actually does receive an income 
from his land, and the committee sees how much the suggested method of 
levying assessments would stimulate improvements and promote the 
growth and prosperity of the District while lessening the tendency toward 
_ inequality. The committee thinks that the District being the seat of the 
National Government, and fur that reason attracting many persons, the 
-. taxation should not be laid with sole reference to the interest of loca 
_ property owners. The report notes that every citizen called te the nationa 
- Capital finds it his primary care to provide bimself with living accommo- 


! dations, and apropos of this the report says: 


As any assessment that falls on the erection and maintenance of buildings 
mecessarily checks building and increases the cost while diminishing the 
‘comfort of living accommodations, it thus tends to lessen the comfort and 
Increase the expenses of all citizens who are called on to reside in or visit 
- Washington. On the other hand an assessment on the annuai rental value 
of lande, such as these property owners recommend, has no tendency either 
_ to diminish house accommodation or to increase its cost. It simply takes 
from what the owner of land would otherwise put in his pocket, and, by 
making it as costly to him to keep land idle as to fully improve it, would 
tend to stimulate building and increase accommodatios. It would thus 
‘promote the comfort and economy of citizens residing in or visiting the 
- Bational capital, and instead of di:couraging enterprise and improvement 
would tend to dircourage the business of monopolizing land that is peeded 
_ for the purposes for which the Federal District was formed. 
Furthermore, the report points out that the beautitication of the district 
at national expense benefits local landowners, and it ts therefore expedient 
hat the assessment for local revenues should fall upon the beneficiaries. 
Then says the report: 
Out of the twenty-four millions a year which the landowners of the dis- 
trict are already enabled to appropriate to themselves, and the forty 
“millions a year which is being added to the salable value of their property 
by the growth of the District, it is surely but little to ask that they should 
- contribute lees than $500,000 more than they now contribute to municipal 
- expenses. A tax rate of 51 cents onthe $100 is now needed to raise the 
required revenue from land and improvements, but a tax of only 59 cents 
on the $100 would raise it from land alone, leaving all improvements 
exempt from taxation. 


. ‘The report declares that to collect only 121; per cent. of the annual rental 
value of land would suliice to raise the District’s proportion of the increased 
-8um of $6,000,000 asked of Congress by the District commiestoners, and 25 
_ per cent. would suffice to raise the whole, so that not a penny need be asked 
of the National Government. This could be done without increasing the 
Cost of living in the District, and, indeed, with the result of checking land 


ernment only the landowners would be benefited, since they could still 
the full rental of land. regardless of the fact that it bad been 
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relieved of taxation. The effect of such liberality toward the Federal - 
District on the part of Congress would beto increase enormously the few 
large fortunes and to drive a great number of citizens into narrower 
quarters. Indeed the report declares that it would have a tendency to make 
it more and more difficult for Government employees to live within the 


Federal District on moderate salaries. The single tax lesson is then driven 
home by the report in this fashion :— 


Analysis shows that the rental value of land does not arise from any 
expenditure of labor or investmert of capital by the owner of the land. 
The value which the owner of land may create by the expenditure of 
labor and capital is a value which attaches to buildings or improvements. 
The value which attaches to the land itself comes from the growth of the 
whole community. It is this growth and improvement of the community 
itself which has given to land in certain parts of the Federal District a. 
value amounting to over three millions of dollars an acre. If the owners 
of this land had left their land idle, if they had been absentees or 
idiots, this value would have attached to the land to the same extent 
and in the same manner. It comes from the growth of population and 
general improvement, and is primarily due to the fact that this par- 
ticular place has been selected as the site of the National Capital. 
Thus, every one who adds even temporarily to the population and 
business of Washington does something to add to the value of the 
land, something to increase a fund which may be taken to defray all the 
expenses of government without levying any tax on legitimate property 
or improvementyor which will in any way increase the cost of living. No 
matter how he lives, so long as he liyes here, every resident must directly 
or indirectly contribute to the rental value of Jand. In this way cvery resi- 
dent, and, indeed, every sojourner, may be said, in whag he pays for the 
use of land, even though it be fora single night’s lodging, to pay a just 
tax, sufficient to provide for the legitimate expenses of the local govern- 
ment and to make ‘he most amrle public improvements. But if the indi- 
vidual landowners are permitted to put the proceeds of this tax in their 

kets and taxes are then levied that fall on use and consumption, the 
y of citizens are really twice taxed. 


Having made this single tax argument the committee concludes that the 
principle of conning the as- 
sessment of taxes in the district. 
to the annual rental value of 
land would do essential justice, 
but as the assessment of land by - 
its annual rental value invol- 
ves a radical change in Ameri- 
can custom, the committee con- 
clades that it would be suffi- 
cient to assess upon the selling 
value and exempt all improve- 
ments from taxation. 

Mr. Johnson’s colleagues 
agree with him in his argument, 
and in his concluaion, but the 
report states that when the 
proposition was ade to re- 
commend the insertion in the 
new District Appropriation. bill 
of a clause providing for the 

HON. 108. B. WASHINGTON, assessment of taxes solely upon 

the selling value of land, Mr. :Johnson’s colleagues dissented, and the 

recommendation accordingly provides for the assessment of taxes upon 
improvements as well as upon land values. 

The clause to be inserted in the appropriation bill, however, provides for 
the assessment of real estate only upon the amount it would bring if sold 
under ordinarily fivorable circumstances. It also provides for radical 
changes in the method of equalization and contains the following provisions: 


The journal of the board shall be open for public inspection during the 
office hours. It shall commence with a statement of the total assessment 
of land values in the District of Columbia on the first Monday in June, 
1892, taking for that purpose, for the cities of Washtngton and Georgetown, 
the assessment now being prepared, and for the remainder of the District 
the last assessment. The journal shall thereafter be made to show the 
amouut added to or taken from the aforesaid total assessment, 
so that the total assessed value of land in the District shall at all times 
appear. Forty days before the first of November and the ſiret of May in 
each year the journal shall be closed, and the total umount of the assesa- 
ment, less the amount assessed on Jand by law exempt from taxation, shali 
be reported over the signature of the president and prosecutor of the board 
to the commissioners of the District of Columbia, who shall determine and 
Hx the rate of taxation necessary to raise the revenue required, not exceed- 
ing the limit fixed by law. The commissioners shall transmit said report: 
and the rate to the assessor and collector to guide them in the preparation 
of the tax duplicate for that period of six months. : 

There stall be kept in the office of the Board of Eyasization two sets of | 
maps under the direction of the prosecutor, one set showing the District of 
Columbia in not more than four sections, with all the subdivision of squares. 
and tracts in the outlying districts; and on each square and tract shall be 
marked the contents in square feet or acres, the total land value, and the 
average valuation per square foot or acre, uccording to the assessment on 
the first Monday in June, 18#2. Tke other set of maps shall show each 
square or tract on à separate sheet in book form, designated by the number 
of thesquare ortract, which square or tract shall be subdivided into lots show- 
ing each separate ownership, and on each such subdivision there shall be 
markea the contents in square feet or acres, the total land value and the vame 
per foot or acre, according to the assessment on the first Monday in June, 
18923. And thereafter changes in assessments on land or new assessments 
shall be marked on the face of both sets of maps until such time as in the 
judgment of the prosecutor new sets of maps become necessary. On these 
maps all public grounds and Government property on which no assess- 
ment is levied shall be indicated by a distinct color; and another color shall 
indicate all private grounds assessed, but by law exempt from taxation. 
The assessor shall turn over to the Board of Equalization all maps and plata 
now in his possession. 

All maps shall be open to public inspection during office konrs. 

The Board of Equalization shall, as soon as practicable after the closing 
of the books, make an estimate of all taxable land in the District of Colum- 
bia, showing the annual rental value of each square and tract, exclustve of 
improvements, ascertaining as nearly as possible the annual rent that the 
land would bring ff put to ita best use. The amount of this annual rental 
80 ascertained, with a statement of the amount of the taxes levied upon 
the land represented by it, and showing what percentage of the annual. 
value is taken by taxation, shall bo reported by the president of the board 
to the commissioners of the District of Columbia for publication in the 
annual report. 


_ Appended to the report {s a table showing percentage. of increase in the _ 


' 
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wales of lands and in the valae of improvements, and the percentage of 
Snorense ia the total assessment, and the percestage of land valaecs to total 
ganeesment in Washing'on City from 1890 to 1895. The estimate for 1893 
Se based upon the carefal examination of 27 typical blocks. It shows an 
Sacrence of 160 per cont. in land values and of 7 per cont. in improvements. 
‘The proportion of land value assessments to the total aceeesment in all 
Shere years varied from 48to 43 per cent. In the tentative assessment for 
2088 iit Ie 53 per cent. 
. wother table shows the same facts as to the whole Dis:rict. Utber tables 
| gow comparisons of the proportion of valus of the improvements to total 
walae ip business biocks and in blocks occupied by small houses. Here are 
- the conclusions drawn from there tables: 


Aanesced valves in the twenty-seven tvrical squares in the city of Wash- 
Sagton for fiscal year ending June 30, 1992: 


Mg ik tases Fines oe asi ia ales Saas ee eee eewd se axe 
Rises ines eee we ee Sin 


810,015,572 


TOAD sod ce dcncesackencannetady — 


- Land aseessment is therefore 53 per cent. of total assessment. 
Aeccesed values in the twenty-xerven tveical squares in the city of Wash- 


tagton for Giscal year ending Jane 30, 1883 : : 
Leed. — $13 748.746 
3 G9, Loy 


FIS,847, 846 


i. Se ee eee 


—— tc therefore? —— — acocecment. 
‘Macreace in new assessment overold: —— — — 


— — 3 
"160 


Ineroase tn total assessment 1s theretore 87 per cent. i 


 Qesereed walacof all the taxable land and imsprovemente in the District 
of ee for the tiscal year ending. June 30, 1892: 


a ae a ey een ereene 


—— = 69,030.250 
Total..... $145,481,2 


Atwood value of land is therefore 53 per cent. of total as-essed valuc. 
a whe mew ascsecsment being 169 per cent. more on lard and 7 per cent. 
on improvements than the old asaeccment, the probable asseseed 
walac — fi-cal year ending June 33, 1892, assuming toat the Board of 
Bgealization make no increase, will be as fullows : 
OG aia eee aes ik 6GIlIS 772 672 
improvemen 73 962,367 


Total............. EE RIPE LIN eR Ee aOR ae Oe .. €272.635,040 


Anscoeed value of land will therefore be «3 — of total. 
. Dhea ‘increase in the assessed value for the last thirteen years 
from 1960 to 1892, for the entire District as is shown by Table 2: 


werage percentare of increase im value Of land...................  54/ 
Ferere ge of increase tn value of improvemerts........... 42-5 
_ Average percentage of Increace in total assesved value.............. $33 


‘(The percentage of increase of the new assessment over the old shows : 
Poercentare of iecrease in valae of land. ..................... 
Percentage of increase in valuc of tmprovements ........ 7 
Percestage of increase in total assessed valaes....................2... 87 

‘While each year for the past thirteen years the assecement on land and 

ts bas been substantially the same in amount, the indications, 
from the twenty-seven tvpical bloc&s, are that the aceessment for 
the entire Dictrict will be for 1843: 


Daren. 


.. 866.451 O28 


ee ee ee es 


ee ee ee ee 22224 


Rit ee eee ee 


SIDS 772 652 
73. $62,367 


Excess of land over improvements ............. : $id, 910,205 


Mis increase of practically #125 000 000, is, in the judgment of the com- 
—— almost entirely due to tne agitation and investigation of inequal- 
Selen and under-assessments of land values fn the District. 

Je proof of this «e call attention to equare 253, the assessment of which 
bevwren two investigations on'y one weck apart, was raised from £907,439 
$0 #1, 096,061, an increase of £588,622. 
moet al! of this Increase in ascessed value has been on valuable bus!- 
peestand. While the increased assessment fa'le with enormously heavier 
berden on the most valaable land. it is relatively and abeolutely lighter on 
gesidence iand, owing to a correction of the gross inequality of asecsement 
waa part of the weight from the former to 

° Fee a-seceed value of iand in the District for the scal year ending June 
2. 3803, will probably be, as shown in the foregoing tables, abuut 
9900 000.000, which, jedzing from the ratio exhibited bv the ———— 

pace tlucks, is only 47 per cent. of the trac valae—2123 000 

Atex rate on thetu- value of lerd in the D:strict ot —— each 
9960 would raise ¢2 500,000, being one-half of the amount now annually 
ay propriated for District purpo-es. 

A rate of 71 cents on each 2100 would raise 33,000,000, one-half the 
gmount estimated by the Commissionersas necessary for Distric* purposes. 
Bt andy heer aunual increase,the miaimam rate testified to by wit- 

eee — wou'd be an increment to land values 


TS. anc meee ence cw eawiewseeaeeesnee te serees 


— all the land iu the county to be worl wo tees thas 
assessment 


; total should have been 22 000,000. Instead of 
aS was aeons Ot ee ee Some of the land lying 


ean tun cocemnieece conld get on the entire 40,000 acres was over 
01), 000,000, — that the inequalities in aseerement of — 

— great, probably the land now stands asscseed at a good 

Jess than one tonth of its tesl value. It must be remembered that in what 
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THE AUSTRALIAN OOLONIES. 
JOHN FARRELL. 
Sypyney, New South Wales, ‘April 15, 1902, 


Parliament has gone into recess without any attempt having been made : 
to carry out the pledge given by the ministry to hold a short supplement- 


ary session for the purpose of again passing through the popular cham-. _ 


ber the electoral reform bill. Your readers may remember that the 
nominee Upper Chamber re- 
jected the one-man-one-vote-. 
bill on the false plea that it — 
had not public approval. . 
while eagerly passing the — 
tariff proposals, which were 
distinctly sprang upon the 
colony against the balance of 
public opinion by a chance 
administration. The rejec- | 
tion by the Council of the — 
electoral reform propoeale 
was the signal for loud talk | 
and much poeturing on the | 
part of the labor members | 
in the Assembly. In re. 
| sponse to this Mr. Dibbe 
; promised a short. session to 
deal with the matter. The 
ardor of most of tho labor. | 
members cooled off consid-— 
erally, however, and the. 


eubject was quietiy allowed 


to drop. The present position fs that no principal measure which the 
labor members were elected to support has been carried into law, while 
the tariff, any futerference with which they were pledged to block, has 
been altered. There je much discontent and division among the labor 
bodies in consequence, and votee of censure upon their members are now © i 
being carried. es 

In the meantime the increased taxation is being felt more and more — 
keenly by the great masses of the people, and general depression prevails. 
in a more marked degree than ever before in this colony. 
labor bureau has been established, the purpose of which is to place usem- 
ployed persons and possible employers in communication with each other, 
and to provide free railway passes to needy persons asking help to reach 
places where their services may possibly be required. The exhibition 
building in which Henry George lectured to between five and six thousan 
peopie when he was here, fs now, by the permission of the mayor, con 
verted into a barrack for the accommodation of ablebodied paupers. 
There are on the books of the labor bureau the names of nearly 8,00) appl 
cants for work, while hucdreds of families are in receipt of public or pr.- 
vate charity. A petty state of things to prevail fa one of the: best. 
naturally end wed countries in the world, which has not yet a popu'ation 
of one person to the equare mile, isn’t {t In the meantime Mr. Dibba con 
templates a trip to England for some mysterious purpose which he dec ines 
to reveal, and Parliament will probably stand adjourned for five or six 
months. 

In Queensland public feeling has been stroogly aroused on the black 
labor question. Just before the meeting of Parliament about three weeks 
Se a 

John Farrell was tora tn December, 1852, at Buenos Ayres, La Plata, of Irish parents. 
In the following year he accompanied them tothe gold fields of Victoria. Ia 
Victorla, after many vicissitudes, the family settled down upon a farm in the laterior 
of the colony. Fere the next eighteen yearsof Mr Farreli's life were pass d, and. 
here he recelved a rudimentary education at a public school At the age of nine- 
teen he abandoned farming and went to learn the brewing trade in the city of Sand- 


burst. He remained there two years and then started on a gold-digging expedition to: 
the gulf country of Queensland, then aimost unknown. After two years spent in 


wanderings, which resulted only in a harvest of hard experience, he returned to’. 


Sandhurst, and resumed work Inthe brewery. In 1876 he married. and two years ©. 
later went to live at Albury, in New fouth Wales. as manager of a brew- 
ery. This post he occupied for six years, inthe meantime contributing. chiefly in 
verse, to several magazines and journa’s, and takiog an active part in local political 
pro.eedings. Leaving Albur, he, in conjunction with a partner, established tolera - 
by successful breweries in two iowns. 

Io 148¢ Mr. Farrelt. then a protectioaist from tradition and want of tuought, had 
his atten ion ca led to “Progress and toverty”’ He read it, and, deeply impreseed 
bv ite Lumaniiarien fervor and unanswerable logic, lost henceforth no opportunity 
of preaching the gospel of roctal salvation through the observence of justice. In 
1887 he decided to abandon the brewing business and devote himself altogether ta’ 
journ lism. Filled with the idea of forcicg men to think upon the question which Mr. 
Ge srge had brought so promiaently forward, he purchased a weekly paper in Lithgow, 
the chief inland coal mining town, and under the title of the Australian Land Nation: 
alizer, ran it as an organ of the single tax. This wasthe first paper of the kind in 
New South Wales, and the most Important in any of the colonies. For sometime 
before its appearance Our Commonwealth, brought ont monthly tu Adelaide un ter the 
management of L. H. Berens, Ignatius Singer and other euthusfaste, had done very - 
gocd work. But the National zer was a much more com ly a:d ambitious organ. Its. 
proprietor devoted its editorla] columns to the exclusive work of explaining and 
advocating the single tex. and at the same time ured every means ia bis power to 3 
bring together into compact organization the scattered forces of reform. . 

In the course of the year the name of the paper was known throughout Australia. 
it had a large circulation, and single tax leagues had been established tu many.cen.- 
tres. But, as might have Leen foreseen, it was a failure ina financial sense, A com 
pany was then formed which took over the other local psper apd, incorporating th 
two, ran the combination for another year, tut at a loss, in the interest of the single 
tax. Finally th's company sold out its Litbg. w interest and sent Mr. Farrell to Syd- 
ney to establish and run the Austratian Standard, which fa'led ultimately for lack 
of funds, and was succeeded by the Democrat, under tlie editorship of Frank Colton. 
Mr. Farrel) had in the mean ime continuously contributed letters and articles on the 
etugie tax to the metropolitan and country papers. In 1390 he was for some monthe 
editor of the Daily Telegraph, the principal daily paper of the colony, and is attil 
on {@ editorial staf. That journal fs the strongest Australian press advocate of lava : 
value taxa‘ion. 

Mr. Farvell has published a volume of verse which has been one of the pronounced : 
Australian succemes in that class of literatura, several of the pores having gone the 
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to the ranks of black labor advocacy. The prominent position which S'r 
Samael has reached in the public life of Queensland has unquestionably 
been due to his resistance of the nefarious slave trade carried on in the 
past. in the name of humanity he opposed the interests of the binks and 
sugar planters, and succeeded in having the brutal traffic in flesn and blood 
(I quote his own words) stopped. Now he has succeeded without an appeal 
to the people in having it opened again. The bill warranting its renewal 
was rushed through both houses of Parliament in an incredibly short time, 
and now only awaits vice-regal sanction. Just as I write the Assembly Is 
considering the land grant railway bill. The purpose of this meesure is to 
authorize companies to constract railways, which are either to remain the 
property of the builders for a time, or to pass at once into the hands of the 
State, payment being made in grants of land under certain conditions. 
This principle Sir Samuel Griffith once resisted with his whole strength, but 
he will now passively acqulesce in it. 

Tho plea in this matter, as in that of black labor, {3 that something must 
be done to give employment to the white population. Railway construction 
cannot be proceeded with on the old lines because the flotation of govern- 
ment loans is no longer easy. The introduction of Kanakas to work the 
sugar plantations would, it is said, createopen'ngs for white workers which 
do not now exist. The real motive ts to provide the cheapest of human 
beasts of burden for consclenceless taskmasters. To the credit of the 
clergy of Queensland it must be said that they, at the risk of much loss of 
popularity among certain powerfal classes, stand tozether pretty solidly in 
opposition to the government bill. One, the Rav. J.G. Paton, chairman of 
the New Hebrides Mission of the Presbyterian Church, has fssued a strong 
and strikiag denunciation of the whole basiness, which has hada marked 
fafluence. The missionaries, who have had an opportunity of seeing how 
the recruits were obtained from the islands for the Qacensiand market in 
the past, rogard the resumption of the traffi: as a national crime. Cer- 
tainly as it was formerly carried on it was no less. A royal commission 
which inquired into the question some years ago disclosed a state of things 
which sevt a shudder through the colonies. The unfortunate islanders 
were either grossly deceived as to the contracts they were led into making 
or kidnapped an’ forcibly torn away from their relatives. Such a record 
of villainy and atrocity as the commission’s report it would bs hard ‘to 
equal. 

While this earnest attack is being made by the Queensland clergy upon 
thinly disguised chattel slavery, it is gratifying to note that their brethren 
of South Australia are wrestling vigorously with the veiled industrial slavery 
of aaconditional private ownership of land. The Rav. E. G. Rowe, on 
April 7, delivered, by invitation of the Adelaide branci of 
the Amalgamated Engincers, an address on the “Social Ques- 

‘tion’ {on the Trades and Labor Council Hall, which was 

A rousing and unmistakable single tax utterance. The rever- 

end gentleman dwelt at length upon tho poverty, degradation, and mizery 
which, in the richest and most thickly populated countries, are the most 
notable and aiarming social features uf onr tims, and howed pretty clearly 
how such a fearful state of affairs has come into existence. He pointed out 

_ thatin South Australia similar c uses were beginning to produce Itke re-ults, 

~ quoting from a locally delivered political speech to show that many of the 

- farmers who were tenants of the South Australian Company were uuable to 

employ labor because the payment of rent left them crippled, and were even 

compelled to enter into competition wita other laborers on district council 
jovs. Mr. Rowe did not hesitate to declare his belief that the remedy is to 
be found in a just system of taxation. 


Altogether, the march of single tax knowledge and sentiment is rapidly 
becoming a triumphal one in South Australia. Hardly a week passes 
without discussion In the pages of the Adelaide papers or those of the 
country districts on some phase of the question. There are many able and 
ready writers on our side who give an excellent account of themselves on 
. . every possible occasion. A considerable money prize was recently offered 

- by the mayor of Port Adelaide for the best essay upon the single tax. This 
- was won by H. 8. Taylor, a gentleman who, after having done much heavy 
and valuable work as secretary of the Adelaide branch of the League, has, 
unfortunately, been compelled to retire for a while owing to impaired 
health. The Pioneer, the organ of the movement, keeps on its way bravely, 
and the minds of the people are kecoming gradually leavened. It is impns- 
sible that the ardent propaganda which is being carried on could fail to 
open the general understanding somewhat. A prominent member of the 
Assembly only the other day publicly declared that the action of the single 
tax party has had the result of rendering land uasaleable. It has not 
quite come to thatyet, however. If the gentleman in question had said that 
the prospect of a just land value tax being imposed in the near future is 
preventing speculative sharks and syndicate boodlers from preying up>n 
the people to the same extent as formerly, he would have been mach 
nearer to the truth. 


Victoria—alas for Victoria !—is now in the throes of a general election 
which has no particular issue or motive before it. The colony has simply 
run down. Quarter of a century of bigh tariff protection, profligate borrow- 
_. Ing and spending, and generally ignorant and shoddy statesmanship, have 
left it in a deplorable condition. Retrenchment of the echarpest kind, 
-economies that pry into almost every detail of departmental working, and 

farther taxation in several new directions is what the present government 
proposes. Political thought in Victorla is backward an‘ conservatice, 
“hence the party who demand that all men shall have equal voting power 
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support of a majority. Mr. Shiels, the new Victorian premier, is fairly 
liberal aud as advanced as his surroundings will permit him to be with 
any chance of practical success. He favors one-man-one-vo‘e and the 
_ changing of the present Victorian land tax on country areas toa tax on 
: land values. Sir Grabam Berry, the father of Victorian protection and the 
high priest of this silly and unjust tax, has reappeared in Victoria afteran 
absence of half-a-dozen years in London as agent-general for the colony. 
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io Victorian politics, although what that part may be cannot be forecast.. 
So far, his chief public utterance has beon directed against Mr. Shiel’s land. 
value taxation proposals. 

But a large number of the candidates favor and value taxation, ard the 
beginning of a chaige in Victoria is very palpable. There are only 
thirty-three labor candidates announced (there being ninety-tive seats alto- 
gether), and it is thought that but a small percentage of these will be 
returned. Mos¢ of them support the taxation of land values. Toe Railway 
Gaz-tte, the organ of Victorian railway workers of every grade, has lately 
been publishing a series of excellent leading artic es, showing how the rail- 
wayscun'd be madeto pay without the miserable device of reductog the 
wages of those employed in connection with them. Mr. Max Hirsch, whose 
admirable pamphiet on ‘Protection in Victoria’ was noticed some time 
ago in Toe STaNnDaRD, has lately been doing much effective propagandist 
work. Asa lecturer, Mr. Hirsch bas the same gift of lucid and convincing 
exposition which his writings disclose, and he is an indefatigable worker 
with voice and pen. On the whole singie tax principles are gaining adher- 
ents and making excellent headway in Australia. Of what ts belng done in 
New Zealand I hope to tell you in my next letter. 























OUR WASHINGTON LETTER. 


WENRY GEORGE, JR. 





-William J; Stone, of Kentucky, was one of the men who inserted five: : 
chapters of ‘* Protection or Free Trade?”’ in the Congressional Record. He 
is a fine-looking, larze, powerfully built man, with alonz grayish beard; 
and he waiks with a crutch and a cane, having lost ene leg inthe war. His 
svat is in the last row at about the middle of the Democratic side of the 
House. Just across the aisle, with one seat intervening—Roger Q. Mill’s 
old seat—is the seat that Tom L. Johnson occuptes. But Mr. Johnson ts 
little in it, having permission of the House to carry on his District of 
Columbia taxat on investizatfonin the room of the Committee on Territories. 
Underneath his desk Mr. Johnson keeps a large pile of the Congressiona 
Record edition of “ Prote-tion or Free Trade?’ enveloped, but not franked. 
Toe books are left there with an invitation to all the members in the House 
to come and take what they will, each man sending ont what he takes under 
his own frank. This enables members with the least inconvenience to 
answer requ sts of constituents fora copy or two, thorgh sometimes small 
packages are made up from the pile, Speaker Crisp, fur instance, getting 
‘thirty copfes for thirty cents received from one of his coastituents. Bat 
these cases are few, most of those members who wish to send out a 

number of copies of the book dcing it by special order. 

Mr, 3'one sits in his seat, and with twinkling eyes watches the Johnson 
desk. Presently along comes a member, loc king arcund at the desks ing 
perplexed manner. 

I hear Johnson——”’ He is interrupted by Mr. Stone. 

*“. know,’’ says the Kentucky member. ‘* You want ‘St. George.” Over 
there at J-hnson’s desk, jast past Colonel Milis’s seat. Johnson put five 
hunired copies there this morning. Ouly one hundred and fifty remain.’* 

The membefffinds the books and takes one aw.y with him. Presontly 
another mem¥er comes Jookir g around. Hetsa Repu'lican. Mr. Stone’s 
face lights upgwith a smile. He kaows what the geatleman looks for, but 
he assumes impocence. 

** Looking @@r ai ything >’ he says. 

The Repubtan member hesitates a moment. 
Johnson keeys "—— 

Mr. Stone dpes not let him get fucther iu his speech. He bursts fortn in 
exultation, while he points out the desk of the member from Onlo. **Com- 
ing for the book, eh? Makes good campaign reading.”’ 

** There’s a fellow In my district”? — starts in the Republican member ; 
but Mr. Stone finishes the sentence for him— 

~—'* Who wants a copy. You should look after that man: he has 
good, sound sense. But what a pretty flgcre you cut, coming over here for: 
a book in the very first pages of whieh your name is printed as favoring a 
proposition to strike it out of the Record. There’s consistency for you. 
You one day condemn the book, and next day you come to get a copy to 
send out oter your frank. Made a mistake, didn’t you? Never mind. 
Just take all the copies you want and send them out. They'll do heaps 
of good.”’ 

The Republican member tries to explain that he Is only complying with a 
consiituent’s request, bat the Kentucky member’s banter is too much for 
him and he preciypitately retreats. Many incidents of this kind occur every 
day now, and Mr. Stone wouldn’t miss the fun for anything. In this way a 
number of Republicans and several of the few remaining Randall protection 
Democrats have been forced to make pil. rimages to the Johnson desk and 
get copies of “Protection of Free Trade *” This is embarrassing, but it 
ts nothing like so distastefal as the having to frank the books for the mail. 
I wonidn’t object so mnch if I did not have to put my nameon the envel- 
ope,” said a Republican member to Mr. Johnson the otherday. ‘I hate 
like blazes to do ft.” 

‘** You'll catch blazes if you don’t,’? answered Mr. Johnson. “ Your 
constituents are asking for it, and you'll have to send it. You can’t have 
my frank. Only free trade Democrats can have that—if they want it.’” 

But free trade Democrats don’t want it; they are Willing, indeed, 
anxious to use their own franks. They are beginning to di-cover the 
strength of a truly free trade tight, and are sending copies of the book into 
their districts as fast as Mr. Johnson can supply them. Bat sending out 
copies seems only to freshen the demand for them ; the bonk’s popularity 
seems ever to be Increasing. Mr. Bynum says that amazing popula:ity is 
manifested throughout Indiava and that a tremendous amount of discussion 
is going on everywhere in the State. The papers are full cf the book and 
the subject it treats, and a very large number of books will have to be put 
out before long. Other members declare that the publication of the book 
in tho Record was the cleverest political stroke that has been accomplished 


‘*I’m trying to find where 



























































































- thls Congress, while wore than one of the timid and negative Crisp leaders 
meee eee ee ae See eee Boe ts artrectns an attention they had 
ttle anticipated. 

‘Bat Marge as has been ——— upon Congressmen for the 
‘beuk, & hacnot isen large enough to satisfy Mr. Johnson. He wants 
every Democrat to put a large nunmber out in his district, and in every 
Jeteer going out from bim (and he now has an immense correspondence) 
bonends several littie slips bearing the following printed message : 


Ty THOSE WHO HAVE SEEN THE CaT. 


NHenrs George's book, “ frotection or Free Trade®”’ has been published 
: im the Congressional Record. Itcan now be sent out under frank of any 

ata trifiing cost, one centa copy. You should write to your 
m.and have your friends do the same, asking for copies. It 
will show him the interest his constitnents are taking in the free trade 
 Siebt, aud will furnish them wiih the very best argument in cxistence 


ageinst protection. 

Thietsimportant. Io itat once. 

‘Passthis slip long the line. 

Muſore another Weed passes over these slips will begin to tell, and such a 
_ maulditade of “begging letters” will be written as never before beset mem- 


The lower part of Mr. Joluseu’s house looks like a “country pest oftice,” 
fo ase Lis owu expression. Mail bags, packages and big boxes of envel- 
pes pot only crowd bis office, but line the spacious haliway outside the 
Mice and overtiow into a large room adjoining, that has been turned into 
aseasiling department, and where a number of girls and young men are 
hept coustautly at work, from early till late. When Mr. Johnson is not at 
she Capitoi he is in his office contriving some new plan for cpreadiug the 
faith, and he keeps eversbody and eversthing on the jamip. ** We'll make 
- ghis the greates: educational campaigu that ever was,” be said when the 
Stet copy of the book appeared ; and be is now keeping his word. 
An addition 10 the large quantitics going out through Congresswen’s 
bands and in response to orders, two copies of the book have been sent to 
every Dewapape;r inthe United States, nearly forty thousand copies in all. 
 Aleeady the discussion is broadening cut from free trade to the single tax. 
Bere isa bricf editorial frow a Kzpublican paper, the Sioux City, Iowa, 
Journal: 
Iwo prominent daily pas of fowa have been considered advocates of 
‘the siugletax theory of Henry George, the Des Moines Leader and Dabuque 
V Ander tire the Leader, if it has been correctly understood, has 
getreated, and now denies that it considers the plan of Mr. George adequate, 
e or just. The Dubuque Telegraph, however. still —— the 
— it savs: “This journal would disturb no man’s title to land. It 
mond perms it him to have possession or ownership, whichever he preferred 
But 3t would abolish ail other taxes and levy a tax equal to the 
: Sonal valacon landalone.”’ As the value of land depends upon rent, present 
—— rising ac it rises and falling as it fails. to tax land up to its 
l walue isto destroy ite exchange value. If this is not the abolition 
af private ownership in land, it is nothing. 
vWour friend, W. E. Brokaw, of Des Moines, wrote vn the 19th inat. about 
-g@mother lowa Republican paper, the Des Moines Register : 


 “Se-day’s Register Rhetꝰ Clarkeon’s paper) says: *‘The farmers and 
there who are receiving copies of Henry George’s book * ® * should 
make ita point to read clear through the volume. * © © It will pay to 
peed from the drst chapter to the fast, inclusive. * * * Noone should 
st, Semi * * * ‘he way to do is to read all of it. if that is the 

ing the Republican committee ought tohelp circulate the book."’ 
And it quotes extracts showing that arzument of the book leads to the 
- pholttion of ‘private ownership ’’ of ‘and. The Register, by its brazen 
— is doing us ‘ots of good. I shall write a note to it offering to 
wend copies of the book to all the addresses tt will furnish us. 


‘The Regicter will.as readiiy furnish such addresses as wi!) ex-Speaker 
Reed tndorse the sugeestion of one of his correspondents to supply all the 
Repablican campaign craters with copies of the beck. The newspapers 
gnd the political leaders who support the idea of protection kuow too well 
the utter falseness of their position. They are not prepared, to speak 
‘Sauratively, tu thrust their beads into the lion’s mouth, especially when 
hey Kuow that the lion is getting good and hungry. What they will try to 
As ts to raise a falce cry and get up a scare. But they have cried “ wolf” 
$00 many times when there was no wolf. 
 dAwd the aplondid educational campaign that has bven so auspiciously 
- ewan iu this country is more than likely very soon to spread to Canada. 
Ethie possitic to send the book free through the mails for delivery there 
‘mndera Congressman’s frank, if the envelope catrying it is left open in 
a@ocordance with Canadian custom house requirements. Copies of the book 
will in a few davs he sent to every newspaper in Canada, and some of the 
@Aberal members of the Dominion Parliament have expressed the desire of 
‘following the example of our Democratic Congressmen and of distributing 
@ laree number of copies through their constituencies. Inasmuch as the 
-qqaestion of free trade, especially free trade with the United States, is allied 
80 the question of anuexation, that in turn carries in its train acomplication 
wi questions that have from their settlement kept Canada divided into two 
- @iatinct and hostile nationalities, this book strikes at a living issue, and 
she whole Dominton will ring in responce. 

Teas will the educational campaign go along hand in hand in both 
mwountries, and the Congressional Record edition of “ Protection or Free 
Trade” be distributed over the whole continent north of the Mexican 





Amd what agitates the Cavadian peuple reacts upen our own and 
ulickens discussion here. Those who do not see that all this {usures an 
extremely radical presidential campaign in the United States cannot read 
ghe signs of the times. And it may be said to be the work of one man. 
When Tom L. Johnson goes to Chicago a few weeks hence to take his seat 
inthe National democratic Convention, to which he has just been elected 
a delegate from the twenty-Gret district of Ohio, the district be represents 
du Congress, he will be in one respect the most distinguished man in all that 
Wast assemblage. He will bave made the real platform on which saall 
-g@tand the candidate of that convention. 

- Who will help him boild that platform? All who will can help by con- 
‘sefeuting to the idribution fand. Now ‘s the golden time. Ten conts 
‘Will ecné out ton books and 1 wil! at this day do more than a brass band 
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six months hence. Every ope should contribute, no matter how smalls — 
sum, and soon the agitation will sweep over the country like fire over a 
parched prairie. 


SINGLE TAX NEWS. — 


The Singic Tax is a10x on land, regurdiens of its improvements and in 
prepertion te ituvaine. It implies the ubolition ofall ether forms of tax- 
ation, and the celiection ef the public revenues from this seurce 
alene. It would be CERTAIN, because inand values are most easily 
apprained; WINE, because, by discouraging the withdrawal of land frem 
ase and encouraging its improvement, it weuld cxpand opportunities fer 
laber, augenent wealth, and increase the rewardsef industry and thrift; 
EQUAL, becaune every one weuld pay taxes in proportion te the value ef ae 
the tand, of right the common property of all, which he apprepriatedtehis _ 
own use; aud JUST, because it would fall not upon luber, enterprise, and 
thrift, but apon the value of a special privilege. It is mere tullyexplained 
in the Single Tax Platform in anether column; and in “ Pregress and 
Poverty,”? by Heury George, every point is discussed and every objection 
auswered. 


The underlytug principle of the single tax—that the earth belongs equally toall, 
and that the best way t» secure aubstantial justice is to tax the occupant an i aount | 
equal to the yeasty value of the land—is sound.—Journal of the Knights of Labor; | 
September 24, 189 si ee 

We have no — fu declering our belief that the ideal taxation lfes in the 
Single Land Tax. taid exclusively on the rental value of land, independent of improve- 
ments.—New York Times, January 10, 1891. 


The Lest and surest subject of taxation Je the thing that perforce stays in one place; 
that fs land.—New York Sun, August 26, 1891. 


Every one of these taxes fon commodities and buildings] the ostensible taxpayer— 
the man on the assessor's books—shifis to other shoulders. whe only tax he cannot 
ahift is the tax on his land values.—Detroit News, November 1, 1891. 

The Bee does not sag that it will never be a full-fledged single tax advocate It: 
believea in it in theury now ; it pauses only om the thres — of douðt as to the expe- ee 
— under existing clrcumstances.—Sacramento iCal.) Bee — 

roducts of individual industry shoul! remain at alt times untaxed. Takethe 
— rental value of land without regard for improvements, no matter what t—— 
amounts to. The community couid put this fund to better uses than the individual 
landlords.—St. Louis Chronicle. 









































"NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE SINGLE TAX LEAGUE. 


The Nationa) Committee is carrying on the newspaper work of the Mem- 
phis committee in supplying news companies with ener tax matter. ‘for 
their ready prints and plates, 

Cash balance remains as reported last week, vi⸗................ 

GEO. St. Joun LEavens, Secretar 


PROGRESS OF THE MOVEMENT. 


A circular has been issued by theState committeeman, E, J. Shriver; of 234 
Pearl street, New York City, to single tax men and women of New York 
State, asking for names to be sent in for regular enrollment as basis of a 
State organization, and for suggestions as to plans of work that will. be 
desirable in themselves and will insure financial support, the position of | 
the National Execative Committee as regards lack of funds being clearly 
stated. The circular goes on to say : “ 

** One line of work has occurred to mo personally as being pussible to 
organize on & modest scale within our own State if I can get effictent 
co-operation from individual singe taxers. I have now on hand a list of 
newspapers throughout the United States which have expressed themeelves : 
as being willing to publish (under varying limitations) articles on the single 
tax, with especial reference to the declaration, of which a copy is enclosed, | 
and which was recently signed by & number of prominent men, whose 
names were then pubiished as thus pronouncing in favor of our doctrines. 
I wou'd now like to make use of this opportunity for a further hearing, | 
aud for this purpose would welcome letters on the subject, not more than - 
3,000 words ia length and preferably shorter, to be sent to me, and by me - - 
forwarded to such of the papers on the list as appear to be most suitable — 
foreach. This is something on the lines of the ‘ plate matter’ circuiated 
by the General Committee, with the difference that each letter would thus | 
go to the newspaper to which sent as an original communication, and 1 ~ 
think it could be organized {nto a regular cervice of considerable value, and : . 
yet involve very little labor to each of those who will constitute themselves eo 
correspondents. — 

“In case you should desire to take part in such plan, and yet be at a lost : 
for a particular peg on which to ‘hang your discourse,’ I would sugges | 
that a serics of letters, taking as a text the several clauses of the — 
tion’ itself, would be of considerable interest.“ 

The declaration referred to is as follows : 


Believing that public attention is concerned as never before with the 
solution of the social problems which confront us, we declare our adheston 
to the following principles; and we urge upon all American citizens a 

careful examination of them with a view to their embodiment in the law. _ 

1. —Taxes should be simple, just, definite, and easily collected. 

i1.—They ought not to restrict production or saving, nor to favor indi- 
viduals at the excense of the community. 

I1.—Labor should always be able to tind suitable employment ; 
this purpose, only the use of land is absoiutely necessary. 28 

1V.—A tax on the rental value of land, exclusive of im provemente, is 
direct, equitable, and certain ; it would encourage production and fodustry,: 
and hinder the withholding of svailable land from use. It would take for ©. 
pubiic purposes only the value created by the public growth, leaving to | 
labor acd capital their full earnings, free from ali tax. F 

THEREFORE, a single tax on the rental value of land alone is the best a 
possible tax. “ie 

Mr. Shriver reports very meagre response in either funds, suggestions, - 
names for enroliment or contributions to be sent to newspap:rs as proposed ; __ 
but hopes that New York readers of THE StaNDARD who may not have 
received circulars may do better than those whu have nut been personally 


addressed. 


and for : 


WHAT BROOKLYN 18 DULNG. : 
The Brooklyn Women's Single Tax Club held another of its parlor | 
lectures at the home of Mre. Elizabeth Burns Battle, on Monday, the 16th | 
inst. There were twenty-five men aud women present. Professor L. E. 
Wiimarth gave a lecture on “Interest.” He presented it in a clear and 
original manner that made it easy to understand for those who had con 
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tueod .deas of what was true interest. During and after the lecture there 
were many intelligent questions asked. Professor Wilmarth is much 
interested in the success of the Economic Reading Circles, and he has 
undertaken to write out the necessary memoranda on its course of 
reading. 

7 The Brooklyn Bailders’ Association, composed of persons identified with 

- the building trade and xindred interests, has just been organized. Bolton 
Hall was secretary of the first meeting, and after the dinner which followed 
Charles Du Bois made a single tax speech. 

Charies Preston, of Syracuse, N. Y., asks the Sunday Times cf that city: 
‘Js not cur America fas* approaching the full vigor of middle life? Do 
net the luxury and consequent corruption of great wealth,threaten us? — 

The Industrial Gazette of the same city ans ers yea to Mr. Preston’s 


inquiry, but declares that great wealth -quitably acquired would injure no 


one. The Gazette finds that great wealth is acquired by obtaining special 
privileges, by ndirect taxation, and by the absorption for private aggran- 
diz2:ment of the value which society alone gives to land. Taking the Van- 
derbilt fortune as an example, the Gazette points out that the amount the 
Vanderbilt road beds would rent for annually for railroad purposes is the 
exact amount which ought to go tothe reople. ‘‘ Render under the people 
that which belongs to the people, the rent of Jand; render unto Vand r ilt 
that which belongs to Vanderbilt, all the results of his own enterprise and 


industry.” 
DISCUSSION iN CHICAGO. 


Warren Worth Bailey reports in this fashion an interesting discussion in 
Chicago : 

Editor James F. O’Donnell, of the Bloomington Daily bulletin, was to 
have addressed our club on Thursday evening, aud a large audience 
assembled to greet him, but a railway washout prevented the gentleman’s 
appearance, and we were forced to fall back upon our own resources. 
These, fortunately, are no longer straightened as they once were. We have 
ascore of ready speakers, and in cases of emergency any one of them may 
be relied upon to ‘open the ball.’”’ This was done Thursday evening by 

_Mr. Walter F. Cooling, a young lawyer, who, ata moment’s notice, took 
the floor and delivered a speech full of suggestion. 

He said that in the present fight against protect’ on the advantage was 
with the defenders of that system, not because the masses knew or cared 
anything about the theory upon which it ia based, but because of certain 
plain facts which no tariff reformer had sufticiently explained. The extraor- 
dinary prosperity that epread beneficently over the whole land during 
the war was declared by the protectionists to be the resu't of the taxes 
then imposed. Greenbackers asserted that it was due to the larger iseues of 
money. But Mr. Cooling showed both these assumptions to be untounded 
aud also that the common explanation made by Demcciats, when they at- 
tempted to explain at all, was wholly inadequate. 

The real explanation of the enormous advances of industry and the 
univergal diffusion of prosperity was to be found in the fact that the war 
scare had the effect of reducing the value of land. Speculative values 
largely disappeared and labor and capital thus found access to natural 
opportunity comparatively free. Asa result production was greatly stimu- 
lated, wages rose, enterpr'se took on new forms, invention contributed its 
various aids, and, in spite of the appalling losses of war, wealth was multi- 
plied and ite distribution, less subject to the influences of landlordism, 
brought plenty toevery home. He admitted that there were other factors 
to be taken into account in explaining the pro-perity of the war period, but 
the prime one, he contended, was the general decline of land values. In 
effect the people at that time had enjoyed the benefits of the single tax. 

Mr. Hallowell, a prominent single tex farmer who happened to be present 
was inclined to take issue with Mr. Cooling. He thought tht the increase 
in the amount of currency had been the chief factor in producing the pros- 
perous condition noted. He did not exactly diepute the point made by Mr. 
Cooling that land values had fallen, but intimated that such had not been 
the case. He was a large landowner himself at the time, and the value of 
hie land rose. He said land speculation was then rife and farm lands 
brought more than at any time since. 

Edward Osgood Brown thought Mr. Cooling’s idea not only nove),. but 
almost, if not quite, conclusive. 

George V. Wells doubted its value. Mr. Goehegan thought the opening 
of our western empire had been a large factor in productng the prosperity 
noted, and other gentlemen named other contributing factors. Mr. White 
held that the value of land must have fallen, not so much b: cause of the 
war scare as by reason of the withdrawal of labor from production, thus 
reducing the possible quantity of wealth from which land could take. Mr. 

Cooling’s position, on the whole, was correct. 

It had been expected that the Rev. Floyd Tomkins would speak next 
Thursday evening, but he will not be able to appear before September. 
Mr. O’ Donnell will therefore fill the date, and the following Thursday Pro- 
fessor Welton will come. 

Jamee Malcolm fs now on the editorial staff of the Herald. 

C. 8. Darrow has been in ill health forsome time. He writes me that he 
expects to be a frequent visitor to the club hereafter. 

rnest Ford is about to remove to Buffalo to become the secretary of the 
single tax club of that city. Ernest is a hustler and as faithful to the cause 
as any man I know. 

Clinton Furbish is doing some great work in the editorial columns of the 
Times. ‘The cat’ peers familiarly at the reader almost every morning. 


HOW IOWA IS DOING. 


W. Edwin Brokaw, of Des Moines, turns up anew in a discussion of the 
single tax with Professor G. 8. Innis in Farm, 8tock and Home. 

Mr. Brokaw has received f1om Congressman Bowman, who helped to 
have “ Protection or Free Trade ?”’ published in the Congressional Record, 
a letter saying that no one has written protesting against his part in that 
matter, and that he is deluged with requests for the work. The letter was 
published in the Daily News, the Daily Leader, and the Register. The 
Register, though adverse to the single tax and free trade, urges ail who 
receive copies of “ Protection or Free Trade?’ to read it clear through. Mr, 
Brokaw sends, under date of May 20, these items of single tax news: 


Lest night Homer D. Cope read extracts from ‘Progress and Poverty ”’ 
_ and“ The Land Question ’’ before the Dcs Moines Reform Club, after which 
there was a very Juteresting discussion. There was the largest attendance 
we have yet had, and quite a number who wanted to be there were 
unavoidably abs nt. 
although he did pot agre with all Mr. Geurge has written that he had 
almost come to love the man from the spirit of his works. He said that 
there was no subject the people of this country could better afford to take 
the time tu study than the question of taxation. 

Professor Ed. Amuerst Ott, of Drake University, will read a paper before 
the club next Thursday night and Colonel KR. G. Scott is down for the next 
week. The Saturday Review, a society paper of large circulation, publishes 
the papers read before the club. 


: The Single Tax Association of Dubuque has sent to the Senators and 


County Attorney Spurrier, a Republican, said that , 


Representatives from Iowa a letter urging them to support the bill for 

applying the single tax principles in the District of Columbia. 
T. W. Graham is carrying on a valuable single tax controversy with . 

X in the Dubuque Herald. 


ST. LOUIS AWAKE AS USUAL. 


There is the usual activity in single tax circles in St. Louis. An inter- - 
esting sign is a short interview with Jobn N. Reilly, published by the. 
Globe-Democrat. Mr. Reilly says that St. Louis is one of the strongest 
single tax centers in the Union, and notes its importance as a point of dis- 
tribution for single tax documents. 

Percy Pepoon writes that the 8t. Louis Musicians’ Union has appropri- 
ated money to buy each of its 400 members a copy of ‘ Protection or Free 
Trade?” and will urge similar action upon all other musicians’ unions in 
the country. 

A petition to the Missouri Congressmen to support Conyressman John- 
son’s bi] to institute the single tax in the District of Coiumbia has been 
circulated by B. C. Keeler, in St. Louis, and wa3 signed by some of the_ 
most prominent citizens, including the largest merchants, bankers and 
inanufac urers. 7 

A new single tax club has been organized in the Twenty-sixth ward, St. 
L uis, with E. F. Meyer, president, and J. A. W. Schuessler, secretary. 
For the present the club will meet every Sunday afternoon at the south- 
east corner of O’Fallen Park. 

Meetings of the Single Tax League of St. Louis have been remarkably 
well attended of late. 

A local branch of the National Single Tax Propaganda has been organ- 
ized, with J. A. Steele, as secretary. 

It seems probable that the Democratic State Conventior of Missouri 
will have to choose between two single taxers—Colonel Tuitle, of Petts 
County, and Judge Pollard, of St. Louis—for its nominee for Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

H. Martin Williams has recently stirred a large audience in St. Louis with 
an address on land monopoly in the United States. He figares out total 
land grants for canals, for educational purposes, and to railroads, of 
273,803,105 acres. Besides this, nearly 13,000,000 acres have been illegally 
enclosed for cattle and other syndicates largely composed of foreign noble- 
men. The alien landowners of the United States own more than 26,000,000 
acres, and there are fifty foreign corporations and individuals who own 
nearly a million more acres of United States land than the whole area of 
Indiana. Furthermore, Mr. Williams gave a list of thirty American cor- 
porations and persons owning over 14,000,000 acres. 

Mr. Williams, who edits the St. Charles, Mo., Banner, in a recently deliv- 
ered ar: icle on Thomas Jefferson, prophecies that in time we shall rear to 
Jefferson’s memory a monument fairer than that to Washington at the 
national capitol, and bearing upon it words like these: ‘‘In memory and in 
honor of Thomas Jefferson, who taught the doctrine that ull men have an 
equal right to live upon this earth; that the natural sources of wealth 
belong to all alike; that ‘the earth belongs in usufruct to the living,’ and 
that dead men have no rights over it.’’ 


MOBILE'S INTERESTING ISSUE, 


An interesting question of taxation has arisen in Alabama, and, of course. 
the single tax men are awake as usual. Mobileisto have a new sewerage 
system and water works, and the General Council of that city proposes to 
meet the cost of the work by increasing the tax rate 1!:{ mills on the dollar, 
E. Q. Norton saw in this his opportunity, and addresses to the Couneil at 
communication urging the assessment of the cost upon the land values of 
property abutting on the proposed sewer, and to be benetited by the improve 
ment. The mayor of Mobile has already urged the assessment of the cos- 
upon abutting property, but Mr. Norton points oat that the benefits accrue 
solely to land values and not to buildings, and urges that the assessment 
shoud be made upon land values alone. Mr. Norton’s communication has 
been printed in pamphlet form. 

Mr. Norton is about to take part {na labor and Alliance conference at 
Birmingham on the subject of a third party in Alabama. He says that if 
the Hill-Gorman-Brice combination should control the Democratic party 
and stifle the free trade issue, he should be for a third party, and he finds 
many Democrats in Alabama ready to help split the party, while the 
Republicans also favor independent action. 


IN THE FAR WEST. 


William Matthews writes that there is considerable interest in the single 
tax at Black Buttes, Wyoming, and much demand for documenta. 
He adds : : 

We are making arrangements to distribute a thousand or more of Tom 
L. Johnson's edition of ‘Protection or Free ‘Trade?’ among Wyom'ng 
voters. We don’t forget either that the women are to be taken into con- 
sideration during the coming campaign in this State. Matt Muir, county 
assessor, Called on us a few days ago. He at once set to work inquiring 
into his doubtful points of the land value tax. Atter I had expounded our 
position fuliy and corrected his erroneous ideas, he declared that the single 
tax, as he then understood ir, satisfied his reason and his perception of 
justice. I supplied him with ‘ Protection or Free Trade?’ and other mat- 
ter and advised him to read up on the subject and be prepared to meet all 
opposition. 

The Mountsineer, of Marysville, Mont., in noting the completion of the 
assesement of taxes in parts of Lewis and Clark counties, takes the oppor- 
tunity to urge the single tax, and commends the efficiency of the assessor. 
“Under the present system the more freyuentiy taxes are assessed and 
collected,” says the Mountaineer, ‘the more odious become the laws under 
which the people are thus robbed, and this only hsatens the advance of the 
single tax and the law of exact justive to all God’s creatures.”’ 

Not less outspoken than the Mountaineer is the Age of Boulder, Montana, 
though it has ceased for the time being to demand the organization of an 
independent political party based upon the single tax idea. The Age yields 
on this point to a great majority of single taxers. ‘Ihe Age protests that 
the single tax idea is far from being utopian. The practical application of 
the principles by a nation of slaves, it declares, made them a great people, 
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she past. 
FATHER BONTINGTON AT OTTAWA. 


‘The Rev. Father Huntington lectured at Rideau Rink, Ottawa, on May, 
‘Oth, Bprm the “old ard the new philanthropy.” The old philantbrepy 
was emdion, unguided by reason. The new philanthropy is not mere 
in@iecriminate almegiving, which promotes pauperism, bat a recegaition 
of the fact tast men rightfally stand on equal terms with the common gifts 
ef God. Of course, Father Hantington’s lectare was a presentation of the 


single tax. 
: HOT BLOOD {NS MEXICO. 


Mir. Heory Ware Al'en, the most active single tarer in the City of Mexico, 
sends to Ta Sraxvann clippirgs that cover an amusing newspaper discus. 
alon started by Mr. Alien’s criuiciem of some evils in the politics of the United 
Mates. Mr. Allen’s patriotism was called in qvestion by a writer in The 
‘Swe Repablics, and defended in the «editorial colamus of the Anglo-Amer- 
ton, and by a communication published in the same newspaper. Matters 
‘finally reac: d co waim 2 state that there rcemed prospects of aduel. An 
edkerial article in the Anglo American, addr ssed to the writer in The Two 
Republics, closes thus: ‘A word «f warning is necessary ; their intentity 
ts keown, and as this j‘urnal does not believe in any unfair 
@resuk, let ‘Mat’ take the kindly western advice—‘let him go 
{some and heel himecif.” If he requires to hear anv personal opipions 
peparding himeelf this < fiice is open from 6 4. w. until noon. Call around, 
weer and the other erticles ifr quired. Ia the interests of the public the 
puxiees and cowardly writings that have ay peared recently must be 
stenped, and there are eevera! more than willing to ‘ beil the cat.’ ”’ 

‘Sr. Allen’s offence ecems. upon the surfece, to have been av unwilling- 
pens to be blind to the faults of his native country, but there are some evi- 
‘@enves that bis activity ic the cingle tax propaganda bad something to do 
with the enmity he has aroue d. 


SINGLE TAX LETTER WRITERS. 


Division A—Hon. J. H. Mellen, State House, Boston, Mas:. Mr. Mellen 
$s ex State Master Workman K. of L. Is now advocating a bill for the more 
strinment assesment of perseal property. Says he is a Democratic pro- 
tantionist. S20w him how the slogle tax will settie the labor question, its 
advan ages aca meh? of taxation. and the injastice of protection. 

. Divisio: B—Mes. Eliza Trask Hill, Room$, Tremont Temple, Boston, 
Mem. Mes. Gillis a wonan suffragist and a champion of the public 
achsoks, and would be a valaable worker if sh+coald be convinced of the 
far-reaching reform the single tax woald accomp!ish. 


- Dici-ion C and O—Rev. A. 8. Calthrop, 1571 South Salina street, Syra- 
epee, N.Y. Mr. Calthropis a Uuitarian clergyman, acd from being a 
Severmitned opponent of M:>. George’s views a few years azo, has becomes 
an atatrer of bis wri iags, and mizht be made an advocate of the single 
gax if bec sala bo indaced to give it farther stuiy. He isan infiacatial 
gaan in bis community. 

Division D—Port Richmond, Staten leland, is discussing the best means 
of raising money for sewers, whether the village be bonded or local ausess- 
qneuts meade. A mace meeting was recently held at which Theodore Ander- 
see and W. A. B <s opposed the boud scheme, and Abram Greenwald aod 
F. W. Halsebus favored it. All are of Port Richmond. 


Division E—Hlon. Weary A. Stronz, mayor of Cohoes, N. Y., recently 
slected, and wants to do allhe can to benefit the city. Is not opposed to 


- Divisions F avd G—R-v. Oliver W. Hatchineon, pastor Belmont Methodist 

‘Episcopal Charch, Molden, Mazz., has recently expressed his qwilllnguess to 
Saerstigate. 

Divisions H and L—Prof. G. 8. Innis, Hamline University, Hamline, 

: —— writes on “‘@bj-ctions to the Single Taxꝰ ia a recent number of the 

‘arm, tock and Home. The article is too long to quote, but here area 

Sow eentences which give nienty of ground for discussion : 

The single tax is another scheme to make some one else pay our taxes.”’ 
“Pace all the tax on land and you must increase the rate from six to 

ght times. This would drive pesple feom the farm and the suburbs to the 

enttofthe city. Destroy the possibiiity of ownership and increase the 


greand rent to mect all requiremente fur revenue, and the rich only can | 


(ease. To teke a mar's property without compensation is roubery, even if 

‘St $n Gone in the name of the State and called law."’ 

Division [—Rev. C. C. Alberteon, Goshen, Ind. Diecuss the ethical side 

shiefiy in writing bim. 

- Division I—V.. T. Malott, president {ndianapolis National Bank, Indian- 

apolie, lod. Recently arrested for refasing to allow assessors access to his 

‘eeoks for the purpose of discovering if depositors made correct retarns. 
“Tais in accordance with new tax law. 

|. Dividou K—Jobu A. Hutchioeson, Parkersburg, W. Va. Prominent law- 

yer of West Virginia. Desires to make this town a better place, freer from 

She eocial ills resulting from poverty and intemperance. Is a protec- 

‘tonic. 

Division M-—Mise M. B. Luck, care of School of Social Ethics, 34 Union 
pquare, New York city. In a speech explatuing the teachings of the sehool, 
mld: “‘We bave proven the idea tnat rent, interest and profit were 
exploited trom the laborer tobe incorrect, by showing them to be economic 
surpluses, over and above the cost of prodaction, which belong rightfally 
(go those who, by the introduction of better methods, have created them. 
| (Bodo we koow that tates are investments, and are not paid by the laborer 

- pevanse be can always sbift the burden by demanding back his increased 
costtrom his employer tu higher wages.” 
Division N—¥F. 8. Jaquith, Third and Court avenues, Des Moines, Ia., 
‘wholesale dealer in boots and shoes. Favorably inclined, needs urging to 
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OBJECT LESSONS. — 


This department contains facts, gathered frora all parts of the world, that are 


of current interest and permanent value, and illustrate social and political prob- — 


lems. Information from trustworthy sources fs solicited. 


FREE TRADE IN HAMBURG. 

Hamburg used be like some other German towns, what is celled. a free 
city, that is, it had no custom house. Under this régime it grew to be th 
fourth city in commercial importance in the world. It also had what is 
called “‘ free trade in land,” for which a amall eection of so-called Englis 
reformers of the leasehold enfranchisement sort are clamoring for. The 
land was freely bought and sold, but there was no tax upon its value, only. 
upon fits use. Therefore the great value imparted to it from the commer-_ 
cial importance of Hamburg was given as a present to the landowners. 
They have thus got richer by levying a tariff on the people of Hamburg 
than have most of the enterprising merchants and manufacturers and other . 
workers who have contributed to the prosperity of the city. How much ~ 
more would Hamburg have proepered under the genuine free trade thatis : 
promoted by a single tax on land values ? 


TAX THEM OUT. a 
The most valuable vacant lot of land in the city of Mobile, Ala., which 
fronts on the public equare and is worth $30,000, is asseesed for taxation t 
€10,000 cn the plea that the property is unimproved and not earning an 
thing. It is, however, let for circus and other tent exhibitions frequees 
for weeks at a time at €50 per week. 


ENRICHED BY OTHERS. are 
Itisacurious fact, says the New Bedford, Mass..Evening Journal, that some 
of the shabbiest real estate property in New Bedford is owned by one of; 
therichest women in the world. It was 8ylvia Ann Howland, who bequeathed. : 
to Mrs. Hetty Green, in connection with other heirs, a goodly quantity of 
material possessions, among which was the before-mentioned real estate.- 
A large part of this is embraced in the two equares on either sides of Com. . 
mercial street, between South Water street aud the wharves. — 
Mrs. Green is quietly but firmly tenacious of this property. She makes. 
no effort to rebuild or improve the property, anc it 1s impossible to guees 
how long trece old landmarks may stand, just as they have stood since 
before the memory of the present generation. The shingles are darkest 
gray with the wear of years, and the walls of those old stracturesare . 
scarred with long black streaks from leaky water spouts never mended. 
Mrs. Green doesn’t make a etudy of drainage and sanitation any farther 
than she is forced to make. In some places the roofs of the buildings are. 
worn to a ragged, fringe-like edge, and on rainy days the water drips at — 
over the backs of passers-by. 
Mra. Greca also owns half of a large lot and house on Achusnet avenue 
This is as distinctive in its own way as the other. It is surrounded by pro- ; 
gressive business blocks and smart-lovoking modern tenement houees, but 
they lend no modern tonch to itself. This wasthe home of Mrs. Green’s | 
relatives. The house is utterly unacquainted with paint. Ono the front is. 
a fence nearly ten feet high, covered with green moss and patent medicine _ 


advertisements. At the back of the house is a long garden, so-called, but | S j 


{unocent of verdure, both in summer and winter time. The houee stand- 


ing on low land, this garden is half flooded, and unpleasantly suggests | — 


the horrible slough which Bunyan so graphically describes, * 
The mud-puddle at the back gate is usually the most noticeable thing on 
the property. After a few days of rain the ordinary puddle develops into. 

& Enod sized pond, and if the house, on its uncertain embankment of mud, 
should topple over ia a high gale like the “‘ House onthe Tarn’ of Poe's 
ghastly legend, it might be swallowed up. ; 

Mrs. Geen reserves a room for berself in this farmhouee, and leases th 
property and the rest of the buildings. She visited it last summer. The 
farm has one hundred acres of land and is worth €20,000 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

T Wistar Brown, Jr., writes from Philadelphia: I must congratulate you . 
on the publication of Dr. Rhoade’s article, ‘‘ The Christianity of the Single 
Tax.“ It strikes a note which must resound through all Christendom. — 
Talk as we may, the great fact remains that the United States is the most _ 
spiritually religious country in the world, outside of England. The mill- } 


fons devoted to religious purposes and the vast amount of time spent in 


religious work is enough to convince the most skeptical that religion — 
belongs to civilization. . 
Natural rights have a spiritual derivation and should be fought for in the . 
name of Chrietianity. The part of those who would do allthey can for | 
humanity is to declare the cause a religious one. In hoc signo vinces_ 
applies now with as great spiritual force as it did when the cross was firat 
held aloft before the army organized to fight the barbarians. The most 
polzonous weapon which can be uced against the single tax before the peo-. 
ple of this country is that lie which seems such a relief to the consciences 
of religious men, that it has nothing to do with religion and belongs to the 
realm of socialistic philosophy. : 
Our position in the battle sgainst wrong caunot be that of an ally to the 


Christian camp relegated to a subordinate place ; it must be in the front 


and centre where, holding up the cross, we march forward, drawing after us 
all who wich to fight for the Bible and for truth. The more defivite and 
positive our stand, the e20ner will the Christian forces fall in line and sup- 
port the standard, all preseing on for that great day when we shall bring | 
forth judgment unto victory. ‘ 


‘ 


A POPULAR UPRISING. 
Brooklyn Fagle. 


Twenty-nine thousand people voted for Roswell P. Flower in Erie — 
The supporters of the Syracuse Convention protest declare that 23,000 of © 
that 29,000 have signed their adhesion to the May movement. If that is 
correct, or is anything like correct, the fact is simsly extraordinary in iteelf 
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PERSONAL. 

Robert Jordan Boyd was born at Marlboro, Mass., Jane 11, 1861. When 
about nine years of age he went to live at Washiogton, D. C., and has 
resided there ever since. He read ‘‘ Progress and Poverty” about two 
years after it was issued, and : 
promptly accepted the single 
tax belief. He bad taken 
some part in propagating the 
single tax idea before the 
organization of the Washing- 
ton Single Tax League, and 
when that was started, at 
first as the Washington Anti- 

Poverty Society, he was 
elected vice president. He — 
soon resigned this office to 
accept that of treasurer, 
which he has held ever since. 
At the New York Single Tax 
Convention the Washington 
delegates elected Mr. Boyd as 
their representative on the 
National Committee. 

Besides his activity in the 
single tax cause, Mr. Boyd 
bas been prominent in relig- 
ious work. He was the first 
president of the first Christian 
Endeavor Society organized in Washirgton, and fs now atrustee and also 
secretary of the Presbyterian Church, to which be belongs. 

‘Maxim, the inventor of the Maxim gun, one of the greatest of American 
inventors, explains in the June Cosmopolitan how it is possible to build 


without further discussion a flying machine which will travel through the 


air at the rate of 100 miles per hour ; this without the ald of any gas. 

‘That consistent single taxer and Democrat, Tom L. Johnson, has reduced 
the hours of work on bis street car lines in Cleveland, and increased the 
pay per hour, with the result of materially increasing his pay roll. 

D. A. Osburn, Deputy Sheriff of Benton County, Oregon (Democrat), 
subscribes for Tar STANDARD, and has all of George’s works. Joe Wilson, 
son of the Cuunty Clerk, is reading George. Dr. Carter and Senator 
Crosno (Republicans), have both read George, and no longer poke 
fun at the single tax. Ex Representative Edward Belknap (Republican), 
‘knows all about George’s theories, has read all about them in the news- 
papers, ang knows that there is nothing in them.”’ He is one of the kind 
that Oregonfans sometimes send to make their laws. 

The Young Men’s Democratic Club, of Monroe, Oregon, was recently 
organized. It has several single tax men in it. Mr. Adam Wilhelm, who 
was reported in THE STANDaRD some time ago as the owner of 1,000 acres 
of land, owns 1.900 acres instead. He isa strong single tax man, member 
of the Young Men’s Democratic Club, and though not radical is a careful 
propagator of the truth. Mr. Wilbelm fs the largest merchant aod agri- 
cultural implement dealer in that part of the county, and has a broad 
influence. : 

Miss Belle Hudson, a member of the ChicagoSingle Tax Club, is a teacher 
in the public +choole, and bas for years been fn the city’s employ in that 
capacity. She is a woman whose whole life has been one of sacritice for 

- others, but in spite of her busy, work-a-day existence ske has found time to 
study social and economic questions, and is, perhaps, one of the best- 
informed women on these topics in Chicago. 


" BOOKS ON MONEY. 


In their ‘‘ Questions of the Day ’’ series, the Putname, of New York, have 

- published two bonks on the money question. One, ‘‘ The Question of 

Buver,“ by Louis R. Ehnich, of Colorado, is. directly pointed at the free 

coinage issue; the other, ‘‘ Money, Silver and Finance,’”? by J. Howard 

Cowperthwait, isa more amoitious work. Both are strong books, and 

neither of them can be ignored by students of the question it agitates on 
either side. 


Tne Stanpakb is glad to add to its exchange list Turf, Field, and Farm, 
published in this city. The title of the paper sufficiently explains its mis- 
slon. It is full of interest to those to whom it is addreseed—an interest by 
no means contined to its editorial and news columns, but greatly enhanced 
by a large and varied — patronage. 


NEWS OF “THE WEEK. 


: DOMESTIC. 
Foods in the Mississtpt Valley have done $50,000,000 damage to property 
and caused the loss of 100 lives. The disaste was felt espec‘ally in Iowa, 
Nebraska, Kansas, Miesour!, Minnesota and Illinois. 

Oklahoma Democrats declare for Cleveland, and demand free silver, 
tariff reform, popular election of senators and statehood. 

Free coinage men could muster only seventy five votes in the Houre 
on May 19 in suppcrt of a motion of Mr. Bland’s infavor 07 coining silver 
bullion now in the treasury into standard :follars. 

The New York World professes to have offictal information that Blaire 
did not give an unequivocal negative to the anti-Harrison leaders, and that 

they will seek to nominate Mr. Blaine regardless of anything he may say, 
aud trusting that he will deem it his duty to accept. 

There bas juct been published a letter, dated New York, May 2, 1880, 
from General Grant to Roscov Conkling, protesting against the Jatter’s wish 

-to have the former nomlaated for a third term in the Presidency. George | 
C. Gorham denounces it as a forgery, and mys Mr. Conkling received no 
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word from General — while the subject ot the latter’s — was. 


May 25.—9 


pending. 
FOREIGN. 


Moorish pirates have captured a Spanish vesset in the Mediterranean 
and carried off the crew for ransom. 

A plot to assassinate the Sultan of Turkey has been discovered. 

A burricane bas done enormons dumage on the Is and of Manritizs, a 
Britich possession 0 miles east of Mad+gasrcar. Over 1,200 dead 
bodies have been found, and one estimate of the dead places the number 
at 15,000. 

Spain has raised her embargo on American pork and it is now admitted. 
to Dall portsofthy world, 

GENUINE FRIENDS OF LABOR. 
Boston Globe. 
It seems to be the delight of the New York Tribune to speak of the 


‘‘venuine tztends of labor,”” such genuine friends being generally those 


who act on the basis of charity rather thar of justice. In the last analysis 
the “genuine friends of labor” are those who believe in letting labor alone, 
rather than protecting it through the taxation of itself, 


PUBLISHER'S NOTES. 

THE StanDAkD {s a weekly paper of sixtcen pages, and {s the leading 
single tax and free trade periodical of the world. Its subseription price ts 
$3.00 a year, payable in advance. 

Standard Extension List for 1892.—To introduce Tue STANDARD to new 
readers, the publisher will receive from persons not already subscribers’ 
subscriptions for 1892 at $1.00. This offer is not for one year, but for the 
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THE HOUSEHOLD. | 
SOME COZY CORNERS. 


ALICS CHITTENDEN. 


Sables orour wardrobes, it is always desirable to 


strikes happy medium. If a new idea ia furnish- | 
* to you a pretty one, before you adopt 


‘ings. { kuow a tidy who spends much 
Gime in fancy 


friend's house ploase her eye than sbe immedi- 


gtdly makes a copy of it for ber own parlor. The 


is that herroom is gradually taking 
on the character of a jank shop. 
-Geay corners have become the fashion of the 
ay, and very charming they are in the right 
Race, but 1 should not recommend any one to 
Qeemeferm all the corners in this way. If your 
parier lecks a desk and you have not the moncy 


Sebsy an appropriate article, a very pretty and 
cvnvenient sabstitute can be built at a small ex- 


"_ Procare twoboaras, one? feet six inches square, 
the ether I foot 3 inches, and saw from each a 
quarter circle. The larger board ebould be 11, 
Soches thick, the smaller 5 of an inch. These 
gyuares can-be made of joined boards; St the 
anger beard isto the wall at convenient distance 
fzem the Soor (probably about thirty inches), to 

gerve as @ writing desk. Nail cleats to the wall 
So Best the sbelf on, or secure it with iron brack 
tn; 10 inches above fasten the smaller shelf. This 
mpace between the upper and the ander shelf may 


pens, tuk, etc., or it may hold books. About 18 
fiaches above this fasten three small triangular 
gbeives, resting them on cleats screwed to the 
wall. T.ese should be of * inch stuff. The 
‘pennded efigcs should be neatly sandpapered, and 
ghe whole stained and afterward varnished. 
From the larger abelf a falled curtain of alikoline 
may be tacked on, falling to the floor, if it is neces- 
gary to conceal anything behind it, euch as games, 
wmagazines, ctc. if it is stained oak, a curtain of 
@ikeline in cream and goldcn brown will harmo- 
piso miocly; for rosewood bave a curtain in oid 
Dine and terra cotta. 

A ecrap-backect Ss necessary to complete this 
oorner, ané indeod it is a usefal part of the farai- 
aureof every room. The ices millipery you bave 
@bout it the Sewer beart breaks you will have over 
the failing of the ribbons or silk and the accumu- 
Jations of dust which take the eheon from its sur- 
face. A 35-cont splint or willow basket,to my 
auind, looks pester without avy trumpery adorn- 
spent of bowe and acaris. If you live in the birch 
hark region you can make a pretty basket from a 
gpeationan"s bat box and the ronnd bottom of 


eeme Gilapidwed enger box. Cut the bat box a 
geand board, to which it must bs firmly tacked. 


pethree feet luug and ton or twelve inches wide, 

and con be bang with very stout. galvanized wire 

$f you do not wich to deface your wall by bracket- 
g thom up. 


For slecping rooms the two larger shelves alone | 


gmake @ ers pretty combination washstand and 
@eouing table. The upper shelf can hold brush 
end comb box, and euch little articles of the 

and the tollet ect can be stood on the larger 


work, and no sooncr | 
dees a bit of decorative nesdlework io a 
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fret, the third ten inches shorter than the second, 
and soon. They were straight on the firep'ace 
eide, and formed a succession of steps on the 
other. A narrow molding was run ali around 
the different ekelves or boxes, which had 
been stained and varnished inside before 
they were put up. Afterward the whole 
received a coat of stain and varnish 
outaide. The boxes were filled with books. The 
top contained a plaster cast of *‘ The Gladiator,” 
while on the steps were ranged a jardiniere of 
ferns, another containing a sword palm, a Japa- 
cece vase with a barbaric adornment of dragons 
and other monsters, and a smaller plaster cast of 
Niobe’s son with the flying scarf. 

A large mirror hung in a corner, about tive feet 
from the floor, with a shelf under it a few inches 
from the fioor, makes a pretty corner if the 
mirror be draped aud placed so as to reflect some 
desirable picture or piece of furniture. Place a 
palm, a pot of ferns or some growing plant on 
the shelf. A pot of Coboea scandens will drape 
the mirror with its follage in a single winter. 

Floor pillows may be considered by some an 
untidy corner arrangement, but they are very 
restful where there is a scarcity of easy chairs. 
They arc made of ticking thirty inches wide and 
a yard long and filled with finely shredded 
husks, cxcelsior or feathers. Denim makes an 
excellent covering. Two or three pillows piled in 
a corner offer tempting inducements to a tired 
person to indulge fn a short siesta. Other corner 
and bay window Stments will be epoken of later. 


— — 


UNEARNED INCREMENT. 


SONG OF THE BUSINESS MAN. 

Jobn T. Broderick in New Nation. 

Ah, the dreamers ace it clearly ; we are voluntary 
slaves, 

Andacruel master mocks us while we dig each 
other's graves. 

We can hear him daily, hourly, as he cries in 
accents stern : 

**In the market men wust murder, and be mur- 
dered in their turn.” 


No, I cannot rise while Hunger’s phantom fills 
my soul with dread ; 

Andiam bound by tender ties: my wife and 
children must be fed. 

There are thousands pledged to rob them, I must 
fight as others tight, 

And I dare not be a dreamer, though the dream- 
ers see aright. 

————@ 
PARAGRAPHS. 


Arbitration gives two parties the halves of a 
pretty stale and bitter loaf.—Pack. 


Things said softly ‘behind a fan may raise a 
gteat breeze.— New Orleans Picayune. 


Earth ha; no greater joy than the discovery of a 
quarter in a cast-off vest.—Life. 

Every mothor owns the best boy—the worst one 
belongs next door every time.—Toxas Siftings. 


Economy is wealth ; but itisa kind of wealth 
that a rich men finds it hard to transfer to his 
son.—Puck. 


The difference between s chof anda cook is that 
one is paid a salary and the otherbas to sue for 
her wages.—Elmira Gazette. 


Poet, who is reading his verses to a friend : 
‘* Ah, my words seem to touch you. You are 
shedding tears.” ‘No, only wiping off the 


perepiration.’’—Fliegende Blatter. 


City Dame (looking for country board): “ Do 
you object to children?’’ Mrs. Hayseed: “‘ That 
depinds, mum.” City Dame: “‘ Depends on the 
sort of children they are, Isuppose?’’ Mrs. Hay- 
aeced: “‘No’m; depinds on the sort of mothers 
they has.”"—Good News. 


Now let the women do our work, 
And let us cook the hash, 
For now they wear our lauadried shirt, 
And we —we wear thelr sash. 
— Ashland Press. 


JSuventie Johuny, having bad the meaning of 
the phraro “ multum in parvo” amply explained 
to him, and being called upon to give au illustra- 
tea, replied with great cothusiaam, “*Why baby, 


STORY OF A HAUNTED HOUSE. 
E. Bulwer Lytton. 

{Continued from last week]—Upon a small, 
thin book, or rather tablet, was placed a saucer. 
of crystal; this saucer was filled with a clear: 
liquid ; on that liquid floated a kind of compass, _ 
with a needle shifting rapidly round ; but instead 


of the usual points of a compass, were seven _ 


strange characters, not very unlike those used by _ 
astrologers to denote the rlanets. A very peculiar, | 
but not strong nor displeasing odor, came from 
this drawer, which was lined with a wood that we. 
afterwards diecoverad to be hazel. Whatever the | 
cause of this odor, it produced a material effect 
on the nerves. 
men who were in the room; acreepitig. tingling — 
sensation, from the tips of the fingers to the roots | 
of the hair. Impatient to examine the tablet, I: - 
removed the saucer. As I did so, the needle of. 
the compass went round and round with exceed-— 
ing swiftness, and I felt a shock that ran through 
my whole frame, so that I dropped the saucer on 
the floor. The liquid was zpilt, the saucer was 
broken, the compass rolled to the end of the room 
and at th:t instant the walls shook to and fro as 
if a giant had swayed and rocked them. F 

The two workmen were so frightened that they 
ran up the ladder by which we had descended 
from the trap-door; but, seeing that nothing 
more happened, they were easily induced to. 
return. : 

Meanwhile, I had opened the tablet; it was : 
bound in plain red leather, with a silver clasp; 3 it 
contained but one sheet of thick vellum, and on 
that sheet were inscribed, within a double penta 
cle words in old monkish Latin, which are lit- 
erally to be translated thus: ‘On all that it can 
reach within these walls, sentient or inanimate, 
living or dead, as moves the necdle, so works my -~ 
will! Accursed be the house, and restless the 
dwellers therein.” : 

We found no more. Mr. J—— burnt the tablet 
and its anathema. He razed to the foundation : 
the part of the building containing the secret | 
room, with the chamber over it. He bad then 
the courage to inhabit the house himself for a- 
month, and a quieter, better conditioned house | 
could not be found in all London. Subsequently 
he let it to advantage, and his tenant has made no 
complaints. 

#* # © But my story is not yet done, — 

A few days after Mr. J—-— had removed into 
the house, I paid him a visit. We were standing 
by the open window and conversing. A 
van containing some articles of furniture — 
which he was moving from his former — 


house was at the door. I had just urged — 
on him my theory, that all those phenomena re- . . 


garded as supermundane had emanated from a | 
human brain; adducing the charm, or rather — 
curse, we had found and destroyed, in eupport of - 
my theory. Mr. J-— was observing in reply, . 
‘that even if mesmerism, or whatever analogous | 
power it might be called, could really thus work . 
in the absence of the operator, and produce 
effects so extraordinary, still could those effects . 
tinue when the operator himself was dead? and | 
if the spell had been wrought, and, indeed, the 
room walled up more than seventy years ago, 
the probability wae, that the operator had long | 
since departed this life,”’,—Mr. J——, I say, was- 
thus answering, when J caught hold of his arm 
and pointed to the street below. 

A well-dressed man had crossed from theo oppo. 
site side, and was accosting the carrier in charge 
of the van. His face, as he stood, was exactly 
fronting our window. It was the face of the 
miniature we had discovered. It was the face 
the portrait of the nobla three centuries ago. —- 

* Good Heavens!" cried Mr. J——, “ that i 
the face of De V——, and scarcely a day older 
than when I caw it in the Rajah’s court in m: 
youth 1” 

Seized by the came thought, we both hastened 
down stairs ; I was first in the street, but the man 
had already. gone. I caught sight of him, how- 
ever, not many yards in advance, and in anotuer 
moment I was by his side. ; 

I had resolved to speak to him; but when. 
looked into his face, I felt asif it were impossible 
todoso. That eye—the eye of the serpent—fixed 
and held me spell-bound. And withal, about the 
man’s whole person there was a dignity, an alr of — 
pride and station and superiority, that would hav 


made any one, habituated to the usages of the 





We ail felt it, even the two work-. 





ie RET a 


~ acholar I know. 
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Hberty or impertinence. And what could I say? 
What was it I could ask? Thus ashamed of my 


- fixet impulse, I fell a few paces back, still, how- 
ever, following the stranger, undecided what else 


to do. Meanwhile, he turned the corner of the 
street; a plain carriage was in waiting witha 
servant out of livery, dressed like a valet, at the 
carriage door. In another moment he had stepped 
into the carriage, and it drove off. I returned to 
the house. Mr. J was still at the street 
door. He had asked the carrier what the stranger 
had said to him. 

“* Merely asked whom that house now belonged 
to. ? 

The same evening I happened to go witha 
friend to a place in town called the Cosmopolitan 
Club, a place open to men of all countries, al) 
opinions, all degrees. One orders one’s coffee, 
smokee one’s cigar. One is always sure to meet 
agreeable, sometimes remarkable persons. 

I had not been two minutes in the room before 
I beheld at table, conversing with an acquaintance 
of mine, whom I will designate by the 
initial G-—-——, the man, the original of the 
miniature. He was now without his 
hat, and the likeness was yet more start- 
ling, only I observed that while be was conversing 
there was less severity in the countenance ; there 


Was even asinile, though a very quiet and very } 


cold one. The dignity of mien I had acknow- 
ledged in the strect was also more striking; a 
dignity akin to that which invests some prince of 
the East, conveying the idea of supreme indtffer- 
ence end habitual, indisputable, indolent, but 
resistiess power. 

G—— soon after left the stranger, who then 
took up a scientific journal, which seemed to 


absorb his attention. 


I drew G—— aside. 
gentleman?”’ 
That? Oh, a very remarkable man indeed ! 
I met him last year amidst the caves of Petra, 
the Scriptural Edom. He is the best Oriental 
We joined company, had an 
adventure with robbers, in which he showed a 
coolneas that saved our lives; afterward he invited 
me to spend a day with him in a house he had 
bought at Damascus, a house buried amongst 


“ Whoand what is that 


- glmond-blossoms and roees; the most beautiful 


thing ! He had lived there forsome years, quite 
as an Oriental, in grand style. I half suepect he 
is a renegade, immensely rich, very odd ; by the 
by, a great meemerizer. I have seen him with my 
own eyes produce an effect on inanimate things. 
If you take aletter from your pocket and throw it 
to the other end of the room, he wil! order it 


- to come to his feci, and you will see the 
- letter wriggle itself along the floor till it has 


obeyed his command. ’Pon my honor ’tis true ; 
I have seen him affect even the weather ; disperse 


-or collect clouds, by means of a glass tube or 


wand. But he does not like talking of these 
matters to strangers. He has only just arrived in 


- Eneland ; says he has not been here for a great 


many years ; let me introduce him to you.” 
“Certainly! He is English, then? What is his 


name?” 


“Oh! a very homely one— Richards.” 

** And what is his birth—b‘s family ? ”’ 

“How dol know? What does it signify? No 
oubt some parvenu ; but rich, so infernally rich !’s 

G drew me up to the stranger, and the 


introduction was effected. The manners of Mr, 

- Richards were not those of an adventurous 
traveller. Travellers are in general gifted with 
high animal spirits; they are talkative, eager, 


finperious. Mr. Richards was calm and subdued 
in tone, with manners which were made distant 
by the loftiness of punotilious courtesy, the man- 
ner3 of a former age. [ observed that the English 
he spoke was pot exactly of ourday. I should 


: even have said that the accent was slightly foreign. 


But then Mr. Richards remarked that he had been 
little in the habit for many years of speaking in 
his native tongue. 

The conversation fell upon the changes in the 
aspect of London since he had last visited our me- 


3 _ tropolis. G~—-—— then glanced off to the moral 


changes—literary, social, political—the great men 
who were removed from the stage within the last 
twenty years; the new great men who were com- 


togon. Ia all this Mr. Richards evinced no in” 


tereat. He had evidently read none of our living 


au thors, and seemed scarcely acquainted by name 


th our younger statesmen. Once, and only 


secret,” said Mr. Richards, coroposedly. 
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whether he had any thoughts of getting into 
Parliament. And the laugh was inward, sarcastic, 
sinister; a sneer raised into a laugh. After a 
few minutes, G—— left us to talk to some other 
acquaintances who bad just lounged } to the 
room, and I then said, quietly : 

“'T have seen a minature of you, Mr. 
in the house you once inhabited, and, @rhaps, 
built—if not wholly, at least in part—imgOxford 
street. You passed by that house this m@fning.” 

Not till I bad finished did I raise my ey to bis, 
and then his eyes fixed my gaze so steadfastly 
that I cou!d not withdraw it—those fascinating 
serpent-eyes. But involuntarily, and as if the 
words that translated my thought were dragged 
from me, I added in a iow whisper: ‘*I have been 
a student in the mysteries of life and nature; of 


hards, 


those mysteries I have known the occult pro- 


fessors. Ihave the right to speak to you thus.’’ 
And I uttered a certain password. 

** Well, [concede the right. What would you 
ask??? ae : 

“To what extent human will in certain tem- 
peraments can extend?’’ 

** To what extent can thought extend? Think, 
and before you draw breath you are in China!” 

“True; but my thought has no power in 
China!” 

“Give it expression, and it may have. You 
may write down a thought which, sooner or later, 
may alter the whole condition of China. What 
is a law but a thought? Therefore, Thought is 
infinite. Therefore, Thought has power ; not in 
proportion to its value—a bad thought may | 
make a bad law as potent as a good thought can 
make a good one.” 

“Yes; what you say confirms my own theory. 
Through invisible currents one human brain may 
transmit its {ideas to other human brains, with 
the same rapidity as thought promulgated by 
visible means. And as Thought is imperishable: 
as it leaves its stamp bebind it in the natura 
world, even when the thinker has passed out of 
this world, 80 the thought of the living may have 
power to rouse up and revive the thoughts of the 
dead, such as those thoughts were in life, though 
the thought of the living cannot reach the 
thoughts which the dead now May entertain. Is 
it not so %”’ 

*] decline to avswer, if in my judgment 
Thought has the limit you would fixtoit. But 
proceed; you have a special question you wish 
to put.”’ 

“Intense malignity in an intense will, en- 
gendered in a peculiar temperament, and 
aided by natural meats ~ithin the reach 
of science, may produce effects like those 
ascribed of old to evil magic. It might 
thus haunt the walls of a human habitation 
with spectral revivals of all guilty thoughts and 
guilty deeds once conceived and done within 
those walls; all, in short, with which the evil 
will claims affinity—imperfect, incoberent, freg- 
mentary snatches at the old dramas acted therein 
years ago. Thoughts thus crossing each other 
haphazard, as in the nightmare of a vision, grow- 
ing up into phantom sights and sounds, and al) 
serving to create horror; not because those sights 
and sounds are really visitations from a world 
without, but that they are ghastly, monstrous 
renewals of what have been in this world itself, 
set into malignant play by a malignant mortal. 
And it is through the material agency of that 
human brain that these things would acquire 
even a human power; would strike as with the 
stock of electricity, and might kill if the thought 
of the person ascailed did not rise superior to the 
dignity of the original assailer; might kill the 
most powerful animal if unnerved by fear, but 
not injure the feeb'est man if, while his flesh 
crept, his mind stood out fearless. Thus, when in 
old stories we read of a magician rent to pieces 
by the fiends he had invoked, or still more, in 
Eastern legends, that one magician eucceeds by 
arts in destroying another, there may be so far 
truth that a material being has clothed, from his 
own evil propensities, certain elements and fluids, 
usually quiescent or harmless, with awful shapes 
and terrific force; just as the lightning, that 
had lain hidden and innocent in the cloud, 
becomes by natural law suddenly visible, takes a 
distinct shape to the eye, and can strike destruc- 


tion on the object to which it is attracted.” 


“You are not without glimpses of a mighty 
6é Ac- 
rding to your view, could. ‘mortal obtain the 
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power you speak of he would necessarily be a 
malignant and evil being.”’ 

“If the power were exercised as I have sald, 
most malignant and most evil; though I believe 
in the ancient traditions that he could not injure 
the good. His will could only injure those with 
whom it has established an affinity, or over whom 
it forces unresisted sway. I wiil now imagine an 
example that may be within the laws of nature, 
yet seem wild as the fables of a bewildered 
monk.—([Continued in next issue. ] 

—————-4F OP 
WELLINGTON’S CHARGER. 

Turf, Field and Farm. = 
In a grave under the shade of a Turkish oak at 
the Duke of Wellington’s country seat lies the re- _ 
mains of the first duke’s famous charger, Copen- 
hagen, on which he was mounted at Victoria and 


Waterloo. The world-renowned horse was the 


grandson of the famous racehorse Eclipse, was 
bred by Field Marshal Lord Grosvenor, and pur- 
chased from the Marquis of Londonderry for £400 
by the duke. His color was a dark chestnut, and 
he stood Ofteen hands high. He was a great 
favorite of the duchess, who constantly gave him 
bread and other good things, and wore a bracelet 
made of his hatr. He died in 1836, after an “‘ old 
age of dignified leisure,’ and was interred with 
mititary honors. The inscription on his grave fs 


as follows: 
HERE LIES 


COPENHAGEN, 
The Charger Ridden by © 
THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON 
The Entire Day at the Battle of Water! 
Born 1808. Disp 1836. 
God’s humble instrumont, though meaner clay, 
Should share the glory of that glorious. day. 


— —— — 


TELLING THE TIME. 


1 Harper's Young People. 


Clocks are regarded as curiosities by the Hin- 
doos, and for this reason half a dozen or more — 
timepieces are often found in the apartments of 
the wealthy Hindustanees. They are not used as 
timepieces, but simply for ornament, since the 
old-fashioned way of telling the hour of the day 
in India, by calculating the number of bamboo 
| lengths the sun has traveled above the horizon, is 
entirely satisfactury to the natives. It is said 
that in the country police atations in India, where 
the European division of the hours is observed, 
time is measured by placing in a tub of water a 
copper pot in which a small hole has been bored. 
It is supposed that it will take one hour for the. 
water to leak into the pot so asto fill it and sink 
it. When the policeman sees that the pot has - 
disappeared he strikes the hour on a bell-like 
gong. If he is smoking or dozing, the copper pot 
may have disappeared several minutes before he 
discovers the fact; but the hour is when he 
strikes the gong. 

— — — 


THE LAND SHARK. — 

Aousehold Words. 

“The land shark swallows up earth by — 
and leagues; 
legends never had such a capacity for the mar- 
velous in deglutition. Australia has produce} no 
lion, tiger, grizzly bear, or such ferocious 
monsters, but it bas produced the land shark, 
and that is a monstrum horridum worse than 
allof them put together. It is worse because it 
wears the shape of a man; and, with a face as 
innocent, as meek and plactd asa mauticora or 
a syren, takes shelter under human laws. Ina 
word, a land shark is the thing which combines 
all the attributes of the incubus, the cannibal, 
the vampire, and the choke-damp. Where it lives 
nobody else can live. It is the upas tree become 
animated, and walking over the southern world 
like a new Frankenstein, producing stagnation, 
distortion, death-in-life, and desolation wherever 
itarrives. It isthe regrater of the old world, 
against whose inhuman practice so many statutes 
have been enacted, thus turned up as the 
opponent of Providence ina new sphere. It is 
the meal worm of the shop converted by what it. 
feeds on into the bungry caterpillar of these lands. 
It has gone on obstructing settlement, distorting 
progress, pushing back from the warm sunshine 
of existence thousands of human creatures, 
because there was no place for them in the new 


and beautiful lands which God hes revealedto 


the Geserving uses of crowded — 





the wehr-wolf of Scandinavian _— 








— 


| GaUNT NEWoxOVEM. | 


{Copriated from last icsue.J—On reaching 
home, I walked from the front gate straight to 
the outer door of the wood room, which, as usual, 
siood open and uuprotected. One glance at the 
corner, there, beneath the coal, lay the valuable 
waliee, and I eought the sitting room—the kitchen 

ae Well—fecling pretty much as the wrong-door 
@ecs when dreading being confronted by ex- 
prare. Why not sock to profit by the simple 
yeeorssof the confes-ions!? slid iutomy mand. 
‘Tell my wile the whole story, and so make a clean 
‘Recast of the matter. Simply for the reason that 
(governs our sex in all questions involving subtle- 
Gesel the iuteliect, which will hardly bear to be 
Sep strongly acratinized throagh the moral lens. 

‘My imp, playing magician, conjured up before 
my wind’s eye the mangled stranger, his bead 
 gecling epon bis blood-stained neck, bis face the 
hilo lit up with thesame gentle smile it wore 

@ithin tbe coffia. There was no denunciation in 

eis presence, no, Banquo iike, polating to his 

geashed throat; and et, the language of the 

haunted monarch rang in my brain, the story of 

els participation in the murder of the loyal 

aoléicr; and ander the triluence of the tragic 
2 I quotd the language of the king: 

“Sabon cane nd —sp “ak, t02. I charnel houses 
And our graves send tho ewe burs ba~k, 
sQuran-num sits will e the mies of kites. : 

| Shake mot thy gory lovks at me, I did not Bill thee ; 
Thoucanst not say that 1.4 it.” 

. *Gome, eit upto the table,” said the kindly 
wolceof my Wife. And the summoner, exorcising 
my imp, I «as made to fiuish my quotation : 

“ Now, being gone, Jam «man again.” 

‘Deents-five days more of tmp-thralidom and [ 
shall be frec to **conut may gains.” 

. “She rime at last came round, and afteran addi. 
gicpol three day's grace, I broke into my coal 
wautt and exhuined thegrip-sack. Listening, with 

‘@autions esr, 1 stole my wav to the garret ; and 
there sat down among collected heaps of rage, 

gna surrounded by the debris of many years of 
Snesckeeping, to make examination of the valu- 


a@bice the stranger bad spoken of. With a key 


mtteched by a stce] chain to the hacp, I opened 


She strongly franied sack, disclosing a variety of | 


walusbles. In the Gre: baul was presented a 
Sightly wrapped package of crisp, new notes of 
@iferent denominations, ranging from one hun- 
red doliar bills to ones, amounting fu all to six 
homea:d dollars. Then came a guony bag, 

Paty with gold colnz, ranging from twenties to 
@nes, amounting to four thousand more; enother 
bag had <ilver pieces to the amount of 3200. 

“Jae silver sum is ail my needs now calls for,” 

exclaimed, as J hastily replaced the notes ard 
gow. Thesilver I retained, promising in time 
fpredecm the whole. Returning to the family 
woom, I bong the gripsack on a nail, there to re- 
mpin awaiting disclosures. whetber of identii- 
cation or notification. And there it hangs to-day, 
eprered with the duct of sears. 

Possession of the needed sum—#200—had 
rougit tranquillity to my soul, torbidding the in- 
trusion of *‘false creations proceeting from the 
beat-oppressed brain.” There was no robbery 

u thetrancier of the valuables. The stranger 
weein bisgtave. And just so in time will yield 
allobstacles that new obstruct the path of pov- 
esty, Daviching crushed sensibijitles, tears and 
all mauias, each yielding in the processes of 

lution. 

Tketwo hundred 4 liars so long desired were 
meod for the purpose for which they were sought, 
she investment fully realizing wy most ardent 

Kcalations, while it justifizd the characteristic 
eemtiments 80 forcibly maintained by Aodrew 
c 2am his “Gs sspel of Wealth.” 

an 
S DRY GOODS BUYERS. 
Dew Vors Evening Post. 

be principal storekeepers ali over the country 

chat ceitain seacons of the year tot -e great 

Gbbing centres, such as New York and Chicago, 


and Pick out of a dozen great houses just what 


J one’s customers in a remote town will be apt to 
buv during the next six months. In nine cases: 


out of ten success or failure in the retail dry goods 
trade depends on the shrewdness with which the 
goods are bought from the jobbers or commission 
houses. The trade has a maxim, “Goods well 
bought are already balf sold," and hence it is 


@cnerally the case that the principals of a firm, or 


the proprietors of a store, are the ones who du 
the buying, uale-s the business becomes so vast 
that they are obliged to engage experts, who con- 
Gne themselves entirely to this werk. Good buy- 
ere command high salaries and are scarce at apy 
money. They must be a rare combination of 
enthusiasm, courage, and caution. They must 
have imagination, and yet be phiegmatic. They 
must kindle quickly at a novelty, and still regard 
at with almost a cynical calmness, so as to be able 
to judge in advance its real chance of bittiag the 


taste. 
— ñ — — 


MENDING STOCKINGS. 
Mary J. Porter, in Harper's Bazar. 
Pair of baby’s stocklags ! — 
They are small and black and plato, 
Bat | tind sweet satisfaction 
ln looking them over agaiu. 


I mended these same stockings— __ 
It must be two years ago— 

And then they were laid in the drawer ; 
There was no onc to wear them, you know. 


For our own beactiful baby 
Had gone to a fairer clime ; 
She had entered the.golden city 
Where we hope to aicet her some time. — 


And thouzh in the mending basket — 

There still were stockings r.uall, 
Toere were none for a tiny bab 
_ With dainticst feet of all. — 


Yet again from the open heaven 
A wonderful gitt hascome, = 

And the sound of a baby’s cooing 
Is heard again in our home. | 


And tiay feet are moving | 
Along the nursery floor, | 
And dainty baby stockings 

Are needed now once more. 


Is it strange that I God a pleasure 
Jo taking them in my hand? 
They speak of our newest treasure, | 
And of one in the Fatherland. _ 
—_—_—-® 


NO THOR DUGHFARE. 
Lonéon Standard. 


Dueling bas discovered men who will jest to ths 
very last, and as an example of grim humor un- 
der siuguiar.y uocomfortable circumstances, the 
following would be hard to beat: M. de Malsaig- 
nes was a determined duciist. Having quarrelled 
with a brotther officer, they agreed to fight out 
tne dispute in the very room where it took place, 
when M.de Malsaignes’ adversary managed to 
run him through the body and nail him against 
the door. ‘This is ali very well,’’ said the trans- 
fixed duelist, “‘but, pray, how are you to get 


out? 
— — — 


THE RUSSIAN FAMINE, 

Countess Norraikow in Harper's Week}y. _ 
Evidences everywhere abound that the terrible 
situation isthe direct and logical result. of the 
despotic system of goverament, which is main- 
tained by 1,500,000 soldiers, besides an immense 
army of police and spies. Contributory if not 
primary causes are involved in the agrarian or 
land question, and the outrageous taxation of 
the peasantry which has been going on for cen- 


turies. 
— —— — 


THE CENTRE OF OBSERVATION, 
Ji was said of a famous Spaniard, noted for his 
vanity, that he never attended a wedding without 


j wistingto be the bride, nor & funeral without 


wishing himself the corpse. 


A PRIZE PICTURE PUZZLE 


The above picture contains four faces, the man 
>and bis-three daughters, Anyone can find: th 
man’s face, but it is not so easy to distinguish the 
faces of the three young ladies. Pe 
The proprietors of Ford's Prize Pills will 
give an elegant Gold Watch to the jirst 
person whocan make out the three daughters’ faces ; 
to the second will be given a pair of genuine 
Diamond Euar-Rings; to the ¢irdahand- 
some Silk Dreas Pattern, 16 yards in an 
color; to the fourtia Coin Silver Watch 
“and many other prizes in order of merit. Every | 
competitor must cut out the above puzzle picture, 
distinguish the three girls’ faces by markinga cross 
with lead pencil on each, and enclose same with 
fifteen U. S. two cent stainns for one box of: 
_ FORD'S PRIZE PILLS, (which will be sent post |: 
9 paid, duty free), addressed to T. CRD PILL COM: 
bare’ Wellington St. Terente,Cas. The person whose. 
envelope is postmarked #rs¢ will be awarded the 
first prize, and the others in order of merit. To the 
person sending the dist correct answer will be given 
anelegant Gold Wateh, of fine workmanship 
and first-class timekeeper ; to the ne.rt to the lastia 
pair of genuine Diamond Ear-Rings; ‘to 
the second to the lasta handsome Silkk Dress | 
Pattern, 16 yards in any color; to the third: 
to the last a Coin Silver Watch, and many 
other prizes in order of merit counting frem the 
lst. WE SHALL IVE AWAY 
100 VALUABLE PREMIUMS (should . 
there be so many sending in correct answers). No 
charge is made for boxing and packing of pre- 
miums. The names of the leading prize winners 
will be published in connection with our advertise: 
ment in leading newspapers next month. Extra 
premiums will be given to those who are willing to 
assist in introducing our medicine, Nothing. is 
charged for the premiums in any way, they are 
absolutely given away to introduce and advertise | 
Ford's Prize Pills, which are purely vegetable and 
act gently yet promptly on the Liver, Kidneys and 
Bowels, dispelling Headache, Fevers and Colds, 
cleansing the system thoroughly and cure habitua 
constipation. They are sagar-coated, do 
not gripe, very small, easy to take, one pilla 
dose, and are purely vezctable. Perfect digestion 
follows their use. As to the reliability of our com- 
pany, we refer you to any leading wholesale drug- 
gist or business house in Toronto, All premiums 
will be awarded strictly in order of merit and with 
perfect satisfaction to the public. Pills are sent by 
mail post paid. When you answer this pictur 
puzzle, kindly mention which newspaper you ‘saw. 
itin. Address THE FORD PILL COMPANY, We 
lington St.. Toronto, Can. oe: 


DO GOOD MEN DIE? 
Mrs. A. H. Colton, — 
A good man never dies. His spirit a 
work live on. Mortality is but the b 
eternity is reached the consummation. —__ 
A good man dies—his lite is simply tol 


each other? Has Christ died in the human hear 
because he lived so long ago’ What shame It k: 


Call you it civilization when many starve and 
few are rick beyond the counting? What alis 
the world whon hcnest men wou'd work and ye 
must Jive like paupers? His strong mind 
struggles with this problem, his heart aches with 
the sight of needless human woe. [He sees th 
wrong—it must be righted. There are, he knows 


BALM—Cleanses the Nasal 


Heals 





h wee for themselvcx what the great jobbers 
have in ctock, and also what the speciaity houses, 
{which We ave soon to speak, have to «fler in| 
heir ows lincs-of goods. These buyers. of course, : 
ere capitaily taken care of while visiting a jobbing | 

Af they are nci carefal, they are killed 
aKindncss; atany rate, it requires a cool bead 


iy’ 
— Ailey ets aud Inflammatien, 


Taste and Smell, and Cures 





some nodle men. He will call them all together ; 
they will help him teach and purify the world. 
Bat men are biind, their ears dull, their davs are 
filled with labor. Their children must have bread; 
what time have they to hear of truth and greater 
_ freedom? Yet the good man works on in spite of 
all indifference. Poor people! they cannot help 
their ignorance. They hear but one command : 
Sow thou thy sced, though thou no harvest see, 
Nor soringing olades; nor in time are frced 
The prisoned peoples, yet they shall be free. 
Sow thuu thy seed. - 

Death to him comes quickly and whispers to 
him gently, ‘‘Come help them in your higher 
life.” Another strong soul juios the band of in- 
visible workers who by their inspiration reveal to 
mortal brothers the “Truth that makes men 

- free.”? , 
- The poet says: ‘The spirit world. around this 
world of sense fi ats like an atmosphere.” Can 


- Paradise be other than to continue in our freer 


spirit life the work begun on earth? There is no 
happiness higher than ‘‘Love ye one another.’’ 
That with our clearer angel eyes we may guide 


tho friends we leave bebind to trath and simpie 


justice, is bliss to contemplate. 


. SUNSET CLUB 
is the name of a new cigar. It is made of long pieces 
of the most delicious Havana tobaccos. Send $2.00 
to Buck & Rayner. Chicxgo, for a trial box of twenty- 
five. After that a few whiffs will do the rest. 


— —_ 


5 per day, at 

home, sciling 
LIGHTHING PLATER 
and plating jewelry watches 

i tableware, &c. Plates the 

Hig Gnest of jewelry good as 
few, on all kinds of metal 
with gold, silver or nickel. 

| No experience. No capital. 
Every house has goods nced- 

5. jug plating. Wholesale to 
agents P. Write forcircu- 
ters. A. E. DELNO & 
Oo, Columbus, @ 
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SINGLE 


TAX LEAGUE 
UNITED STATES. 


— PLATFORM 
ADOPTED BY THE NATIONAL CONPEREXNCE OF THE 
ok GINGLE TAX LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES AT 
COOPER UNION, NEW YORK. SEPT. 3, 1890. 

We assert as our fundamental principle the self-evi- 
deat truth enunciated in the Declaration of American 
Independence, that all men are created equal. and are 

. endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights 

We hold that all men are equally entitled to the uss 
and enjoyment of whet God has created and of what {3 
gained by the general growth and improvement of the 
community of which they are apart. Therefore, no one 
ebould be permitted to hold natural opportunities witb. 
out a fair return to all for any special privilege thur 
accorded to him. and that value which the growth and 
improvement of the community atrach vo land should 
be taken for the use of the community. 

We hold that each man is entitled to all that his labo 
produces. Therefore no tax should be levied on the pro 
ducts of labor. 

- . Po carry ont these principies we are pb favor of raising 
ali pubife revenues for national, state, county and mr. 
nicipal purposes by a single tax upon land values, irre 
spective of improvements, and of the abolition of al) 


- forme of direct and indirect taxation. 


Since in all our states we now levy some tax on the 
value of land, the single tax can be instituted by the 
-@imple and easy way of abolishiag, one after another 
- all other taxes now levied, and commensurately increas- 


ing the taz on land values. until we draw upon tha! 


one source for all expenses of government, the reve. 
_ BUS being divided between local governments, state gov 
ermmente and the general government. as the revenue 
. Bom direct taxes is now divided between the loca 
and state governments; or, a direct assessment being 
made by the general government upon the states and 
paid by them from revenues collected in this manner. 

The single tax we propose is not a tax on land, and 
therefore would not fall on the use of land and be 
come a tax on labor. 

it is a tax, not on land, but on the value of land. Thus 
it would not fall on al} land, but only on valuable land. 

and on that not in proportion to the use made of it, but 
iu proportion to its value—the premium which the user 
of land must pay to the owner, either in purchase 
money or rent, for permission to use valuable land. It 
would thus be a tax, not on the use or improvement of 
land, but on the ownership of land, taking what would 
otherwise go to the owner as owner, and not as user. 

In assessments under the single tax all values created 
~.- by individual use or improvement would be excluded 
. aad the only value taken into consideration woulda be 
the value attaching to the bare land by reason of neigh- 
borhood, etc., to be determined by impartial periodical 
assessments. Thus the farmer would bave no more 
taxes to pay than the speculator who held a similar 
“plece of tand idle, and the man who on a city lot erected 
& valuable building would be taxed no more than the 
men who held a similar lot vacant. 

The single tax, in short, would call upon men to con 
tribute to the public revenues, not in proportion to 
what they produce or accumulate, but in proportion 

to the value of the natural opportunities they hold. It 
would compel them to pay just as much for holding 
land idle as for puting it to ita fullest use. 

The single tax, thercfore, would— 

L. Take the weight of taxation off of the agricul. 
tural districts where lanc hae little or no value irre- 
epective of improvements, and put it on towns and 


- PHILADELPUIA. — Single tax society. 


THE STANDARD. 
Cities where bare land rises to a value of millions of 
dollars per acre. 

_ & Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a 
horde of taxgatherers, simplify government and 
greatly reduce its cost. —— 

3% Do away with the fraud, corruption and gross 
fnequality inseparable from our present methods o 
taxation, which allow the rich to escape while they 
grind the poor. Land cannot be hid or carried off 
and its value can be ascertained with greater case 
and certainty than any other. 

4. Give us with all the world as perfect freedom of 
trade as now exists between the atates of our Union, 
thus enabling cur people to share, through free ex 
changes, in all the advantages which nature has 
given to other countries, or which the pecuilar skill 
of other peoples has enabled them toattain. It would 
destroy the trusts, monopolies and corruptions which 
are the outgrowths of the tariff. It would do away 
with the fines and penalities now levied on anyone 
who improves a farm, erecta a house, builds a 
machine, or in any way adds to the general stock 
of wealth. It would leave everyone free to apply 
labor or expend capital in production or exchange 
without fine or restriction, and would leave to each 
the full product of his exertion. 

§. It woul, on the other hand, by taking for public 
‘use that value which attaches to land by reason of 
the growth and improvement of the community, 
make the holding of land unprofitavie to the mere 
owner, and profitable only to the user. It would 
thus make it impossible for speculators and mono- 
poliste to hold natural opportunitics unused or only 
half used, and would throw open to labor the illiim 
itable field of employment which the earth offers to 
man. It would thus solve the labor problein, do 
away with involuntary poverty, raise wages in all 
occupations to the full earnings of labor, make over- 
production impossible until all human wants are 
eatiefied, render labor-saving inventions biessin 
te al). and ranan anrh an enarmnme penia-tine aqwv- 


such ab equitable distribution of wealth as would 
give to all comfort, leisure and participation in the 


advantages of an advancing civilisation. 

‘With respect to monopolies other than the monopoly 
of land, we bold that where free competition becomes 
mpossible, as in telegraphs, railroads, water and gas 
supplies, etc., such business becomes a proper social 
tunction, which should be controlled and managed bj; 
wd for the whole people concerned. through their 
sPoper government, local, state or national, as may be. 


ADVERTISEMENTS OF ORGANIZATIONS 


THAT HAVE ADOFTBD THE D&CLARATION OF 
PRINCIPLES MADE BY NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
aT NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 3, 1890. 


For each half inch or less acharge of $10.00 per year 
is made for adyertisements in this department. 


CONNECTICUT. 
Mznipgey.—Meriden single tax club. Meets second and 
fourth Fridays of the month at 7.30 p. m. at parlors of J. 
Cairns. 724 E. Main st. President, John Cairns; secre- 
tery, Arthur M. Dignam. 


SHarnon.—Sharon single tax committee. Chairman, J. 


3. Ryan. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Washington single tax league. President, Edwin 
Gladmon; treas., R. J. Boyd; sec’y, Wm. Geddes, ¥.D.. 
1719 G. at., n. W. 
IOWA. 


BurLinetor —Burlington single tax club. First Satur- 
day of each month, 406 North 6th st. Pres., Wilbur, 
losena, 920 Hedge av.; sec. treas., Frank 8. Churchill, 


ILLINOIS. 

Cmcaco.—Chicago singie tax club. Every Thuraday 
svening at 206 La Salie st. Pres., Warren Worth Balley, 
$19 Lincoin av; sec., F. W. Irwin, 217 La Salle st., room 
33. 

Sours CHicaeo.—Single tax club of South Chic and 
Cheltenham. Pres., John Black; sec., Robt. Aitchison, 
vox K. K., South Chicago. 

MASSACHUGETTS. 

Brocgton.—Single tax club. Meete Friday evenings 
corner Glenwood av. and Vernon st. Pres., Wm A. 
McKindrick; sec., A. 8. Barnard, 54 Belmont st. 

MINAKBUTA. 

Mucngaroiis.—Minneapolis single tax league. Every 
Tuesday evening, at the West Hotel. Pres., H. B. Mar- 
tin, Woods’ block; sec., Oliver T. Erickson, 2203 Lyn- 


dale uv.. N. 
MISSOURI. 

State.—Missourt single tax committee. Henry H. Hoff. 
man, chairman. This committee is pushing a State sin- 
gle tax petition. Blanks sent on application. It is also 
forming syndicate tor publication of loca) single tax 
papers throughout the United States at little or no ex- 
pense. Write for circulars to Percy Pepoon, sec., 513 
Elm st., 8t. Louis. 

ST. Lovis —Single tax league.—Meets every Friday 
evening 8 o’clock in Bowman Block, n. e. cor. 11th and 
Locust sts. Pres. J. W. Steele Sec’y, L. P. Custer, 4225 


Connecticut st. 
NEW YORK. 

Brooxixn’—Eastern District single tax club. Monthly 
meetings on the firat Monday of each month, at % South 
Third street, Brooklyn. Pres., Joseph McGuinness, 143 8. 
9th st.. Brooklyn, E. D: sec., Emily A. Deverall. 

Brouklyn Womav’s Single Tax Club meetings, third 
Tuesday of each month a 8 P. M., at 195 Living ton street. 
Pres., Eva J. Turner, 566 Carlton avenue; Cor. Sec., Venle 
B. Havens, 219 DeKalb avenue. 

OHIO. 

Darton.—Free land club. Pres.,J. G. Galloway; sec., 

W. W. Kilo, 108 East bth st. 


PENNSYLVANEA. 
GRRMANTOWN.—Single tax ciub. Cor. Sec., E. D. Bur- 


leigh, 13 Willow av. Meets firat and third Tuesdays of 
each month at 4653 Wain st., at 5 P.M. 


Meets. every 


Thursday and Sunday at 8 p.m. Social meetings sec- 
ond Tuesday, No. 30 South Broad st. Cor. sec., A. H, 
Stephenson, 240 Chestnut st, 


PortsTows.—-Single taxclub, Meetings first and third : 
Friday evenings each month in Weltsenkorn’s hail. _ 
Pres., D. L. Haws; sec., Geo, Auchy, Pottstown, Pa, 


Rgapina.—Reading single tax society. Monday even. a 
ings, se corner 6th and Frauklin ats. Pres.,Wm. H. 
McKinney; sec., C. 8. Prizer, 1011 Penn st. 


TEXAS. : 
Hovstos.—Houston single tax club Meetings ev 


Tuesday evening, 7,30, Franklin st, Jas Chariton, Pres. 
8. W. Rrown. ann. and traaa. 


PUBLICATIONS 
FOR SALE BY THE STANDARD. 


WORKS OF HENRY GEORGE. 


Open Letter to Pope Leo XIII. on “The Condition of 
Labor” Cloth, 75 ceuts; paper, 30 cents. ee 
fren —— 620 pages Halt — mornteo: 
3 v0; cloth, $1.50: p' per (Georg tiou, large t } 
Pe aged Lovell edt tun, 35 cents © ' — — 
robiems. Paper George editivn, et ; 

60 e-nt« Lovell edition, su conta, ‘i se. tyne! 
Protectivun or Free Trauef i12mo cloth, 91.50; paper 


35 centa. 
The Land Question. 87 pages. Paper, 20 cents, 

Property fu Land. 7% pages. Paper. 20 venta. : 
Protection or Free ‘tvade? Special edition. Single 
ce ples, 2> cents. Ten copies gl.vv. z 
Sent postage — on receipt of pricoe. Liberal d 

count to the trade. 


Tux STANDARD will supply any regular publicatisns 
whether periodicals or books. ut puviishers’ prices.. 


STANDARD EXTRAS. 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY. i 
Subscription Price, $1.00 per year. 


1. How the Single Tax Would Fall. By James. R. O 
ret. es. q 

2. Free Coinage or Free Trade. By Thomas G. Sh 
man. 8 pages 

3. Unearned increment, Shifting Taxes. By H. J. Chase: 


4 pages. 
4. How the Single Tax will Raise Wages. By Wm. B. 


Scott. A ieee. : : 

6. A Shop of Free Traders. By Wm. McCabe. 4. 
pages. 

6. Taxation of Women. By Thomas G. Shearman. 4 
pages 

7. Justice not Charity. By Elisa Stowe Twitchell... 5 


vages. 

8. Bhe vetroſt News on the Singlo Tax. By Judson: 
Grinaell. et eg ; 

9. noe the Working Farmer is Crushed. By Wm.T.: 


roasdale. 4p 
20; Two?ropular 


ages. 
Delusions. By Thomas G. Shearman ® 


pages ae 
Al. Imports of Wool and Prices. By J. Alex. Linguist... 2° 


pages 
12, Reciprocity. By Henry George. a en, 
13. The Ringle Tax. By Edward Gonsod Brown. 16: 


pages. 
14. The New Abolition, By Wm. Lloyd Garrison. % 
es. He 
16. The single Tax First. By H. Martin Williams. 4 
ages. — 
16. Bblance of Trade. By Thomas G. Shearman. 4 | 


pages. 
17. Modern Exchanges. By Edward J Shriver. 4 pages. 
18. The Single Tax Platform. 2 pages, — 
19. A Woman to Women. Sarah Mifflin Gay. 2 pages. 
20 A Huge spider Web John W. Kramer. 4 pager 
21. A Short Torit History. Tho-. G. Shearman. & 
2. New ftogland’s temand for Farm Labur. Dania be 
Thomyson. S pages, 
23. Dollar's “orth tor vollar’s Worth. E. Stillman. 
Doubleday. 2 pages. 
24 Incidence of the Single Tax. Henry George. 4 pages. 
25. About Competition. Henry George. 2 pages. 
246, Soc.ety and the Buby. Charlotte Perkins 2 pages. 
27 A single Tax Woman. Leonora Beck 5 pages. : 
23. Chas. B. spuhr on the Single Tax. By Louls F. Post... 


4 es 

29, Pun izing Wealth. By Louls F. Post. 2 pages. 

380. Ihe Drama of Life. 4 pages 

3}. Special Assessments and Single Tax. By Wm. M., 
Hathaway. 4 pages. 7 

32. Party Sominatluns by Popular Vote. By D.C. Uc 
Willan $ navea J 

33%. Land Values Without Labor. By John. FlImer. 
» ag: 5. eee 

34. The singie Tax in Detroit. (From Detroit Newa),. 4. 
ages. 

eat Home Rule in Taxation. By Thos. G Shearman, # | 


ae OS 


p 
36 Justice. Ry Genev eve I. Sharp 2 pages. 


37. Owoership of American Homes By neary George; — 


Jr tpayges 
38. The vsature of Money. Bv E- Shriver, S pages, 
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